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The teacher may
brainstorm innovators
and inventions so that
students can begin
thinking about how
creativity and creative
thinkers have impacted
their lives.

The teacher may revisit
pre-writing methods so
that students can
deepen their
understandings of the
connections between
planning and the writing
process/effective
writing. [Producing text]

The teacher may model
how to identify and locate
information sources so
that students can begin
exploring the content and
value of reference
materials/informational
texts. [Understanding text,
Producing text]

The teacher may read fictional
and/or informational texts
(e.g., Marvelous Mattie or The
Wonder of Wings) about
innovators so that students
can begin identifying and
categorizing inventors and
inventions. [Understanding
text]

The teacher will model
the process of keeping
an innovator’s notebook
so that students can
begin to understand how
innovators use language
to capture and express
their ideas.

The teacher may revisit
ways to organize
information so that
students can deepen their
understandings of the
connections between
structure and the writing
process/effective writing.
[Producing text]

The teacher may use
informational texts (e.g.,
A Weed is a Flower or The
Wonder of Wings) so that
students can begin to
identify authors’ main
ideas and supporting
details in non-fiction.
[Understanding text]

The teacher will model
the thought process of
generating ideas for
innovations so that
students can begin to
understand where
innovations and
inventions come from.

The teacher may revisit
peer editing steps so
that students deepen
their understandings of
the connections
between giving and
getting feedback and the
writing process/effective
writing. [Producing text]

The teacher may use
informational texts (e.g.,
A Weed is a Flower or
The Wonder of Wings) so
that students can
identify common text
features (e.g., section
headings, glossary).
[Understanding text]

The teacher may use
primary source
documents (e.g.,
passages from Edison’s
notebook) so that
students begin to
consider how people’s
writing can prompt good
question generation.

Reading, Writing, and Communicating
2nd Grade
The teacher may use informational
texts (e.g., Smart About - George
Washington Carver, The Peanut
Wizard or Motion Pictures) so that
students can explore the ways in
which text features support
understanding of the main idea and
supporting details. [Understanding
text, Responding to text]

The teacher may introduce
primary source documents
(e.g., passages from
Edison’s notebook) so
students can begin to see
how people’s writing can
give us insights into their
thoughts, plans, hopes,
etc. [Understanding text]

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT: Before there was an airplane, there were doodles of
cool flying machines. And before there was a submarine, there were doodles of
magical underwater sea explorers. Since the beginning of time, ideas big and small,
practical and playful, have started out as doodles. And we’re ready for more! (Google)
So imagine that you are a famous innovator. You get to write a book about the
innovation you have created and share your knowledge with the world. First, you will
make an innovator’s notebook about the invention you are going to suggest should be
made. You’ll want to include a reason why we need your invention. Then you are
going to explain about your invention with words and pictures. Remember,
informational books have a table of content, glossaries, bold print, and maybe
headings for different sections of the book. At the end of the unit, you will get to
present your innovator’s notebook at the “Innovators of the World Fair.”
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