
 

 

21st Century Skills in Visual Arts 
 

The visual arts subcommittees embedded 21st century skills, school readiness, and 

postsecondary and workforce readiness skills into the revised standards utilizing descriptions 

developed by Coloradans and vetted by educators, policymakers, and citizens. 
 

Colorado's Description of 21st Century Skills 

The 21st century skills are the synthesis of the essential abilities students must apply in our 

rapidly changing world. Today’s visual arts students need a repertoire of knowledge and skills 

that are more diverse, complex, and integrated than any previous generation. The visual arts 

are inherently demonstrated in each of Colorado’s 21st century skills, as follows:  

 

Critical Thinking and Reasoning 

The visual arts help us to make associations and connections through deductive and inductive 

reasoning allowing for higher-order questioning, problem-posing, and problem-solving. These 

skills nurture competencies in creating, writing about, and critiquing works of art as well as 

internalizing, processing, and responding to art work. The nature of art allows for active 

investigative thinking involving taking risks and implementing multiple perspectives to arrive at 

solutions. These skills also facilitate analysis and the context of self-critique so that we may 

reflect on and interact with the attributes of unbiased and objective realizations. A work of art is 

a process of designing and creating which incorporates personal, historical and cultural 

traditions that convey meaning. 

 

Information Literacy  

The language of visual arts is our primary language. It is the primary source of human 

communication and has existed since the dawn of time as a way to connect us to the world we 

live in. The visual arts provide networks in and through other forms of communication, subject 

areas, and disciplines and help us to construct meaning and become better informed producers, 

consumers, and evaluators. Through the visual arts, we develop observation and translation 

skills that transform ideas into images, allowing us to make the judgments and decisions 

required of inquiry-based contexts so that we can connect to and understand the global 

literacies of our human existence. Designing and creating in the visual arts necessitates the 

organization of the varied literacies by which our humanity is guided. Our meaning making is 

made whole through interaction with the multiple resources and venues (including and not 

limited to those in the digital domain) that we use to search for solutions as we consider visual 

and conceptual problems. This paradigm base brings purpose and intent to the creative 

process, promoting a sense of individual, personal, and cultural history within our lifelong 

learning experiences.  

 

Collaboration  

The visual arts promote a collaborative domain where engagement is motivated by purpose-

driven activities that seek understanding of other cultures in an inclusive, cross-curricular 

environment. These exchanges are based on inspiration and problem-solving and are structured 

to build capacity, leadership, delegation, and organization skills that respect many perspectives 

where all voices, opinions, and ideas are equally heard and respected in the experience. The 

collaborative nature of these settings is about working together toward a common goal, project, 

or experience that is focused on joint outcomes and improved communication skills and puts 

the ego aside to champion community conventions with tact and thoughtfulness. In the visual 

arts domain, teamwork is valued, as it is imperative to the integrative nature of conflict 

resolution and successful cooperative spirit.  



 

 

Self-Direction  

Patience, perseverance, and self-discipline provide the focus and intrinsic motivation required of 

the visual arts. To create a work of art, the artist must have the courage and vision to explore 

new possibilities and be self-directed enough to own the journey of self discovery, set personal 

goals along the way, and act on those goals. The artist also must have the confidence to create, 

express ideas, and reflect on the choices and directions made in the process. In the visual arts, 

a sense of identity and pride in one’s work is required in order to analyze and self-critique, use 

pre- and post- measurements of growth and change (assessments), and understand the unique 

intuitive behaviors and decisions involved in art-making without a fear of failure, because it is 

through our failures that we learn the most about ourselves and about the works of art we 

create. 

 

Invention  

Epiphany can best describe the notion of invention as it speaks to that significant moment that 

defines the “Aha!” experience in the act of creation. Making art is the patient and dedicated 

quest for originality through exploration, experimentation, risk-taking, and problem-solving. 

This process involves a commitment to openness, creative thought, and vision where the 

deconstruction, re-purposing, and synchronicity of ideas generate personal revelations that 

inspire divergent thinking and embellish the multiple pathways we use to redefine and expand 

our uniqueness. The individual nature of what we create and invent involves and necessitates a 

firm devotion to persistence, garnished with intense levels of perspiration and seasoned with 

various quantities of trial and error. These elements express the determination involved in the 

act of invention.  

 
 


