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CSAP

WritingWriting

Begin your paragraph here. Use as many lines as you need.

1 What makes you happy? Write a paragraph in which you describe something that
makes you happy and explain why it makes you happy.

You may use the space below to plan your writing.
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Item 1:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 3
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,

capitalization, and spelling.
Subcontent Area: paragraph writing

CSAP Writing Scoring Guide
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Read this paragraph about Colorado’s flag. There are six words or phrases
underlined in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase.
If there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is
no mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

2

CSAP

WritingWriting

Each state in the United states has its own flag. The flag

of Colorado has to blue stripes, one white stripe, and the

letter C. The blue stripes stand for blue skies. The white

stripe stand for snowier mountains. The letter C is for

Colorado? There is a gold circle in the middle of the C for

the state’s gold mines.
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide

Item 2:

EDITING TASK (COLORADO’S FLAG)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark             Subcontent Area

• 1 point for changing United states to [2.a] [3.c capitalization] {mechanics}
United States

• 1 point for changing to to two [2.b] [3.d spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for changing stand to stands [2.c] [3.a subject/verb {grammar and usage}
agreement]

• 1 point for changing snowier to snowy [2.d] [3.b modifiers] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for writing OK above is [2.e] [3.a subject/verb {grammar and usage}
agreement]

• 1 point for changing Colorado? There to [2.f] [3.c punctuation] {mechanics}
Colorado. There

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 4
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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3 You have been told that you and another person are tied for winning a $100 prize.
To break the tie, you must write a well-developed paragraph in which you tell how you
will use the prize money.

Use as many lines as you need.

CSAP

WritingWriting
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Item 3:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 5
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Benchmark 2.a: Write in a variety of modes such as narrative, expository, or descriptive for various
audiences and purposes.
Subcontent Area: paragraph writing

CSAP Writing Scoring Guide
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4 Imagine that you have become a hero for a day. Write a story about the day
you became a hero.

Remember to include
• characters
• details
• a beginning, a middle, and an end

Use the next page to help plan your writing.

CSAP

WritingWriting

Item 4:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 5
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
Subcontent Area: extended writing
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Read this paragraph about spiders. There are six words or phrases underlined
in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase.
If there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is
no mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

5

CSAP

WritingWriting

Not all spiders spin webs to catch their food. Some spiders

uses camouflage to hide from prey. For example, the flower

crab spider blends in with its surroundings. Some Tropical

spiders spin trapdoors and then wait inside for there prey to

walk by. Once the spider senses an insect nearby, it quickly

springs out and grabs its prey? Jumping spiders anchor

themselfs to a rock or other surface with silken thread.
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide

Item 5:

EDITING TASK (SPIDERS)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for writing OK [5.a] [3.b verb tense] {grammar and usage}
above spin

• 1 point for changing [5.b] [3.b verb tense] {grammar and usage}
uses to use

• 1 point for changing [5.c] [3.d capitalization] {mechanics}
Tropical to tropical

• 1 point for changing [5.d] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
there to their

• 1 point for changing [5.e] [3.d punctuation] {mechanics}
prey? Jumping to prey. Jumping

• 1 point for changing [5.f] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
themselfs to themselves

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 6
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.

aWriting_RlsdItems_2004CSAP 6/16/04, 3:52 PM10













 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2004 CSAP Released Items 
 

Grade 7 Writing 
 



© Colorado Department of Education
Page may be reproduced electronically.

Page 11

6 There are many ways to be a friend to someone. Write a well-developed paragraph in which

you explain what is most important to you in a friendship.

Use as many lines as you need.

CSAP

WritingWriting
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide

Item 6:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 7
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Benchmark 2.a: Write in a variety of genres such as editorials, personal narratives, informational brochures,
essays, stories, and letters for specific purposes.
Subcontent Area: paragraph writing
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Read this paragraph about growing a papaya tree. There are six words or phrases underlined
in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase. If
there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is no
mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

7

CSAP

WritingWriting

You can grow your own tropical fruit tree indoors. All you

need are papaya seeds, potting soil, and a heat source. You may

obtain the seeds from a papaya fruit from the grocery store.

Make sure seeds are throughly dry before planting them. Filling

a pot with potting soil and press the seeds about one-half inch

into the soil. Since the papaya seeds need heat to grow. It is best

to place the pots outside during the summer months. Make sure

you’re seeds get enough water, and replant them when they get

too big for their pots. It may take a few years to get papaya fruit,

but you will have a beautifull tree in a short time.
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Item 7:

EDITING TASK (PAPAYA TREE)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for writing OK above are [7.a] [3.b verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing throughly [7.b] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
to thoroughly

• 1 point for changing Filling to Fill [7.c] [3.b verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing grow. It to [7.d] [3.c complete sentences] {mechanics}
grow, it

• 1 point for changing you’re to your [7.e] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for changing beautifull [7.f] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
to beautiful

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 8
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.

CSAP Writing Scoring Guide
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Read this paragraph about the history of Colorado. There are six words or phrases
underlined in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase.
If there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is
no mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

8

CSAP

WritingWriting

From 1800 to 1850, explorers and settlers first begun arriving

in Colorado in significent numbers. An army officer named

Zebulon M. Pike, along with other explorers, were exploring the

area in the early 1800s. By 1822, Colorado was territory divided

between the United States and Mexico. In 1833, William Bent

established Bent’s Fort, the first permanent American settlement

in the area. During the Mexican war, the United States defeated

Mexico and control of Colorado passed to the United States as part

of the peace treaty.
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide

Item 8:

EDITING TASK (HISTORY OF CO)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for changing begun to began [8.a] [3.a verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing significent [8.b] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
to significant

• 1 point for changing were exploring to [8.c] [3.b verbs] {grammar and usage}
was exploring or explored

• 1 point for writing OK above permanent [8.d] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for capitalizing the w in war [8.e] [3.d capitalization] {mechanics}

• 1 point for inserting a comma after Mexico [8.f] [3.d commas] {mechanics}
or inserting a period after Mexico,
deleting and, and capitalizing the c in control,
or inserting a semicolon after Mexico and deleting and,
or inserting a comma after Mexico, deleting and, and inserting so

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 9
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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Read this paragraph about the Doppler effect. There are six words or phrases underlined in
the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase. If there is
a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is no mistake,
write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

9

In 1842, an Austrian scientist named Christian Doppler first stated an

important scientific principal. The Doppler effect explains why the whistle

of a train seems to change it’s frequency as the train approaches and then

moves past an observer. The sound actually remains the same, but as the

source of the sound moves compared to the position of the observer, the

observer heard a different pitch. Scientists observing light waves and radio

waves have discovered the same effect. Astronomers can measure the

apparent change in frequency of light waves from a star; this allows him

to calculate the speed of the star. The train whistle is a simple example of

this idea, the moving star is a more sophisticated example.

CSAP

WritingWriting

aWriting_RlsdItems_2004CSAP 6/16/04, 3:52 PM17



© Colorado Department of Education
Page may be reproduced electronically.

Page 18

Item 9:

EDITING TASK (THE DOPPLER EFFECT)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for changing principal to principle [9.a] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for changing it’s to its [9.b] [3.d punctuation] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing heard to hears [9.c] [3.a verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for writing OK above [9.d] [3.a verbs] {grammar and usage}
have discovered or deleting have

• 1 point for changing him to them [9.e] [3.b pronouns] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing comma after idea to [9.f] [3.d punctuation] {mechanics}
a semicolon,
or changing comma after idea to a semicolon and adding however,
or changing comma to a period and capitalizing the t in the
or adding “and,” “while,” or “but” after comma

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 10
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.

CSAP Writing Scoring Guide
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