VISUAL ART

VISUAL ART EXERCISES, GRADE 12

Responding and Creating 

Content Outline Reference: A. 1,2,3,4

Total Time for Block: 90 Minutes (For Exercise 1, Responding and Exercise 2, Creating)

Type A Block (Exercise 1, Responding), C Block (Exercise 2, Creating)

TASK DESCRIPTION: Students will identify, describe and analyze historical, cultural and functional attributes of a variety of art works.

Materials: 6 high quality prints of sculptures of the human figure.  The sculptures reflect a variety of materials, time periods, cultures, styles and functions.  These prints need to be reproduced in the test booklet.  Selected works are:

A. Augustus of Primaporta c.20 B.C. Vatican museums, Rome  

B. Chefern, from Giza c.2500 B.C. 

C. Henry Moore. Recumbent Figure 1938

D. Duane Hanson. Tourists. 1970

E. Siva Nataraja, Chola, 12th to 13th centuries.

F. Discobolus, Imperial Roman copy. Museo Nazionle Romano, Rome

Script: (Exercise 1, Responding)  Please read to students the following: The following six images of sculptures will need to be referred to in order to answer the questions posed (students are directed to location in test booklet: Images labeled a-f).  Imagine that archeologists have recently discovered these six works in a variety of locations.  They are in need of assistance and request you as an art specialist with whom they would like to work.  Your goal is to demonstrate your ability to analyze style, culture, history and function of these works.  In completing this task you should consider such aspects as:  How has the artist represented the human figure...realistically, expressionistically, etc.?  Does the work reflect characteristics associated with a particular culture?  What meanings do these characteristics have in that culture?  When do you think the work was made and what leads you to think that?  Lastly, consider what role or purpose these works had or have in the respective society from which they came?  It may be helpful when analyzing these works of art to view them as the body of evidence from which to defend your answers.  The following questions are open ended essays and multiple choice. 

Questions:

1. Match the most closely related style of art listed on the right with the appropriate art work on the left.  Styles may be used more than once or not at all.

Art work A__3_____                      
1. Abstraction

Art work B___5____                      
2. Expressionism

Art work C___1____                       
3. Realism

Art work D___3____                       
4. Non-Objective

Art work E___5____                       
5. Symbolism

Art work F___3____                        
6. Cubism

Select two art works to use in answering questions 2, 3 & 4.  Write the letters in the following blanks ____ and ____.

2. What characteristics are common to these two works of art? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What characteristic make them different? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe and analyze the visual characteristics of each of the two art works selected in order to explain in what ways these characteristics may be suggestive of the function or purpose the works served in the society from which they came.  Be specific, cite particular characteristics that you feel reveal information about the works function or purpose. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What culture are your choices associated with?  Describe the visual characteristics that you feel suggest each culture. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Of the six works of art, identify and explain which one you feel or think is the most beautiful.  Justify your choice by citing the visual qualities which make this work beautiful to you.  As an aid when answering this question, important to note, is that from time period to time period and culture to culture the notion or definition of beauty is different and in constant change.  For instance, the ancient Greeks of the 5th century B.C. had created a philosophy which defined what makes an art object beautiful.  What's your philosophy or ideals concerning beauty with regard to works of art? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Art work A is characteristic of sculpture from:

a. Italy 

b. China

c. Japan

d. Mexico 

8. Art work A was created during the: 

a. Roman Empire  (27 B.C. to A.D. 284)

b. The Middle Ages  (A.D. 600 to A.D. 1350)

c.  Industrial Revolution  (mid 18th to mid 19th century)

d. 20th century

9. Art work E is typical of sculpture created by the_________culture.

a. Mayan

b. Indian

c. French

d. Egyptian

Evaluation Criteria: for Exercise 1, Responding

Question 1. 

A= _3_, B= _5_, C= _1_, D= _3_, E= _5_, F= _3_

Level 1= Student answered 0-2 questions correctly

Level 2= Student answered 3-4 questions correctly

Level 3= Student answered 5-6 questions correctly  

Question 2 & 3 

Level 1= Student did not describe, compare and contrast visual, expressive, stylistic or functional characteristics of the artwork.

Level 2= Student described visual characteristics of artwork.  The student notes such qualities as form, texture, line, balance movement, material etc. and makes an attempt to compare and contrast the visual characteristics of the selected works.

Level 3= Student described any combination of three characteristics (e.g. stylistic, visual and functional)  The student explores multiple relationships that may exist between characteristics of the selected works.

Question 4

Level 1= Student did not describe a relationship between visual characteristic and function or purpose of the art object.

Level 2= Student described visual characteristics of artwork.  The student notes such qualities as form, texture, line, balance movement, material etc. and makes an attempt to draw relationships between the visual characteristics of the selected works as suggestive of function and meaning.

Level 3= Student described any combination of three characteristics (e.g. stylistic, visual and functional).  and develops sound relationships between the visual characteristics of the selected works as suggestive of function and meaning.

Question 5.

Level 1= Student did not describe a relationship between visual characteristics and culture of the art object.

Level 2= Student described visual characteristics of artwork.  The student notes such qualities as form, texture, line, balance movement, material etc. and makes an attempt to draw relationships between the visual characteristics of the selected works as suggestive of the particular culture.

Level 3= Student described any combination of three characteristics (e.g. stylistic, visual and cultural) and develops sound relationships between the visual characteristics of the selected works as suggestive of a particular culture.

Question 6

Level 1= Student did not provide a relationship between visual characteristics of art object and any concept of beauty.

Level 2= Student described visual characteristics of artwork.  The student notes such qualities as form, texture, line, balance movement, material etc. and makes an attempt to draw relationships between the visual characteristics of the selected works as a definition or notion of beauty.

Level 3= Student described more than two visual characteristics when supporting their selection of the art object as beautiful 

(e.g. Formal, expressive and cultural characteristics)  and develops sound relationships between the visual characteristics of the selected works as suggestive of a particular concept or philosophy of beauty.

Question 7            Question 8



Question 9

a. Italy

   a. Roman Empire


d. Indian

Level 1= Student answered 0-1 questions correctly

Level 2= Student answered 2 questions correctly

Level 3= Student answered 3 questions correctly 

VISUAL ART EXERCISES, GRADE 12 

Creating

Content Outline Reference: I. Creating, A1, A3, B4, C2, C3, D1, D2

Total Time for Block: 90 Minutes (For Exercise 1, Responding and Exercise 2, Creating)

Type C Block

TASK DESCRIPTION: Student selects and arranges imagery that is informative and/or insightful about their selected theme.  Student presents imagery in a way that reflects understanding of sensory elements, organizational principles, expressive features and craftsmanship.

Materials: Colored pencils, paper 8 1/2" x 11".  The paper should have the following printed format.

Script: For creating Exercise 2. In the previous "Responding Exercise" you were asked to demonstrate your ability to analyze style, culture, history and the function of works of art.  In completing that task you were to consider such aspects as how did the artist represent the subject ...realistically, expressionistically?  In addition, you were to identify characteristics of the work that are associated with a particular culture.  You were asked to approximate a time period associated with the work and, lastly, consider what role or purpose these works had or have in the respective society from which they come.  Now it is your turn to create and leave behind a work of art for future art historians and critics to analyze. What will they be able to say about the work, the artist and the culture? In this exercise you have two goals.  One is to select and present visual information that will allow the viewer to gain insight about teens and aspects of American culture and this time period.  Therefore, you must select imagery that will best express these areas.  Two, present your final composition with a concern for sensory elements, organizational principles, expressive features and craftsmanship.  Reflecting back on the previous exercise in which you analyzed works of art may be of some use at this point if you consider the ways in which the artists you analyzed spoke to their audience.  

 The three boxes on the top of the page are for preliminary sketches to aid in arriving at your final design.  The final design will be drawn in the large rectangle using color pencils.

Evaluation Criteria: for Creating, Exercise 2

 Level 1= Student did not select imagery which reveals information  about teens and American culture.  No evidence that the student was mindful about sensory elements, organizational principles, expressive features and craftsmanship.

Level 2= Student selects semi-informative imagery that reflect teens and American culture in general and demonstrates some evidence of concern for any combination of sensory elements, organizational principles, expressive features and craftsmanship.

Level 3= Student selects imagery that is informative and/or insightful.  Student presents imagery in a way that reflects understanding of sensory elements, organizational principles, expressive features and craftsmanship.

