Teacher Quality Standard I

Teachers demonstrate mastery of and pedagogical expertise in the content they teach. The elementary teacher
is an expert in literacy and mathematics and is knowledgeable in all other content that he or she teaches (e.g.,
science, social studies, arts, physical education, or world languages). The secondary teacher has knowledge of
literacy and mathematics and is an expert in his or her content endorsementarea(s).

The key to distinguishing the knowledge base of teaching rests at the intersection of content and pedagogy.
—L. S. Shulman

To teach all students according to today’s standards, teachers need to understand subject matter deeply
and flexibly so they can help students create useful cognitive maps, relate one idea to another, and
address misconceptions. Teachers need to see how ideas connect across fields and to everyday life. This
kind of understanding provides a foundation for pedagogical content knowledge that enables teachers to
make ideas accessible to others. (Shulman, 1987)

Although Shulman’s work dates back to the late 1980s, the importance of teacher content knowledge and

pedagogical expertise has never been moreimportant than it is now as teachers ensure students are college and
career ready for the demands of the 21 century.
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