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CDE Strategic Goals: 
Every Student Every Step of the Way 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, our discussion will focus on Goal 3  Meet or exceed standards as we work towards all students being graduate ready 



What is Our Learning Expectation 
for Today’s Session? 
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What is 
it? 

Where are 
we going 
with it? 

What preparation 
resources are available? 
     DLM website 
     CDE Facilitated Training 
     Self-Directed Modules  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Information about the DLM Assessment will always be found on the Assessment Unit’s webpage.  “Colorado has joined the Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment Consortium (DLM), a multistate initiative in the process of developing an instructionally relevant, computer-based assessment system designed to help students learn.  The DLM Consortium is developing the Dynamic Learning Maps Alternative Assessment for public school students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.  These assessments are expected to replace our current CoAlt: Reading, Writing & Mathematics assessments, paralleling PARCC.
In addition to the traditional summative assessment, the DLM system is being designed to simultaneously support teacher instruction and student learning by having assessment tasks model good instruction and by being embedded within teachers’ classroom activities throughout the school year. The assessments are anticipated to be administered for the first time during the 2014-2015 school year. ”
- See more at: http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/newassess-coaltelam#sthash.H2ypUwvI.dpuf
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Exceptional Student Services Unit, our focus is on providing training and support for teachers as they design and deliver best first standards-based instruction

Entering a new era for large-scale assessment also requires adopting a new paradigm….different ways of thinking about measuring the progress of students with a significant cognitive disability.  



Dynamic Learning Maps™ 
Alternate Assessment System 

Consortium 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLM headquarters is located at 1122 West Campus Road, 430 Joseph R. Pearson Hall, Lawrence, KS 66045


Developing Summative Assessments aligned with common standards:
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career PARCC
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
Alternate Assessment
Dynamic Learning Maps
National Center State Collaborative  NCSC
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
TAC – Brian Gong; James Pellegrino; Edward Roeber; Jim Yseldyke; Jamal Abedi; David Williamson
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Dynamic Learning Maps™ Alternate Assessment System Consortium (DLM) is a group of 18 states dedicated to the development of an alternative assessment system. The consortium includes the states of Alaska, Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. DLM is led by the Center for Educational Testing and Evaluation (CETE) and includes experts from a wide range of assessment fields as well as key partners. - See more at: http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/about/about.html#sthash.DTQwmjmU.dpuf
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The DLM™ is guided by these core beliefs: 
 
 The new DLM Alternate Assessment System will let students 

with a significant cognitive disability show what they know in 
ways that traditional multiple-choice tests cannot. 

 
 The DLM system is designed to map a student’s learning 

throughout the year.  Items and tasks are embedded in day-to-
day instruction so that testing happens as part of instruction. 

 
 Colorado will have a Year-End Model with the summative 

assessment used for accountability; instructionally embedded 
testlets will also be available    DLM 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the basic “take-aways” for the short introduction today.  There are embedded links to the various topics throughout, so as you review the PowerPoint in your electronic handout, you’ll have the live links.

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sthash.i1qRArdA.dpuf


Students with the most complex 
needs: 

11 Students with the most complex needs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who is the targeted population for this assessment?   Students who meet the participation guidelines for alternate standards and assessment.    The guidelines formulated by DLM are in alignment with our state policy.

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/video/10percent_of_the_1percnet.html
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What is a Learning Map? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how was this assessment architected?  Behind the technology scenes, the test under development is vastly different from some of the typical assessments we have known in the past.  An enormous amount of educational learning research has been done by the University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning and other partners to build a comprehensive learning map that defines the learning progressions of all children, and specifically, how  children with significant cognitive disabilities can access content (nodes) by other pathways. (play video) 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/video/whatisalearningmapvideo.html


Colorado 
Academic 
Standards 

Colorado English Language 
Proficiency Standards  (CELPS) 

Grade-level Skills & Evidence 
Outcomes (EOs or GLEs) 

21st Century Learner Skills 

Post-Secondary Workforce 
Readiness  (PWR) 

Common Core  State 
Standards (CCSS) 

Colorado Academic Standards 

Alternate Standards-Extended 
Evidence Outcomes (EEOs) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2009 when the Colorado Academic Standards were written, the Common Core State Standards were embedded into the Colorado Academic Standards and adopted as our state standards.  Then in 2011, the Extended Evidence Outcomes were adopted, which were also aligned to grade-level expectations, including the Common Core.



Colorado 
Academic 
Standards Common Core  State 

Standards (CCSS) 

Alignment of ELA and Math Standards 

Colorado Academic Standards-
Evidence Outcomes- (GLEs) 

DLM – Essential Elements  
(EEs) 

Alternate Standards-Extended 
Evidence Outcomes (EEOs) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past two years as the Dynamic Learning Maps researchers have been developing the learning map and assessment,  DLM developed their Essential Elements, as a set of alternate standards for the Common Core.  Since Colorado had already embedded the Common Core State Standards in the 2009 adoption, and the EEOs, which align to those were adopted 2011, Colorado will not “adopt” the Essential Elements or replace the Extended Evidence Outcomes.  However, DLM’s Essential Elements can be used as a foundational resource aid for teachers to identify a student’s present level of academic achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP) and design specialized instruction to address the student’s skill deficit areas in ELA and Math.

We are developing some side-by-side crosswalk reference aids for teachers, so watch for those to be coming out in the Fall.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a sample page from the 3rd Grade ELA….
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
And 3rd grade Math:  Measurement and Data

The Essential Elements can be helpful as teachers identify the student’s present levels and design specialized instruction to address the identified areas of need.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The learning map is sometimes compared to a circuit board chip inside a computer---it’s what makes the interface run.

A learning map is a network of sequenced learning targets. Often, we think of learning as one skill building on another single skill. A dynamic learning map, by comparison, shows a learning landscape in which multiple skills are related to many other skills. Dynamic learning maps not only show the relationships between skills but also show multiple learning pathways. Instead of assuming that all children learn a skill in the same way, allowing for multiple pathways recognizes that there are alternate ways to learn the same skill. By using dynamic learning maps as the basis for assessments, the DLM® system will give teachers a clearer view of each student's knowledge. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
But if we zoom in to a specific node on the map, such as Demonstrate simple ratio relationship, we can see the precursors related to the target.
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Video-Initial Precursor Items 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Items at the initial precursor linkage level are typically intended for students who do not yet have symbolic communication.  These items are administered by the teacher who observes the student’s behavior as directed by the system and then records the student’s responses into the system.  



http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/moreinfo/field_testing/initial_precursor_items.html
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each Initial, distal and proximal pre-cursor is identified with its point on the learning map, and this “Mini-Map” layout shows how they are related to the target.  The Successor is then the next step….

Linkage Levels – a Definition
• Linkage levels contain one or more
nodes that precede (or follow) an
identified EE. Links both identify
important “waypoints” en route to an
EE and specify where a student is in
relationship to the grade-level target.
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 Dynamic Learning Maps™ Essential Elements 

Where can I find DLM Essential Elements? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Essential Elements
Definition
The DLM Essential Elements (EEs) are
specific statements of the content and
skills that are linked to the Common Core
State Standards (CCSS) grade level-specific
expectations for students with significant
cognitive disabilities.
Reduced depth, breadth, complexity
• Provide appropriate level of rigor and
challenge
• Focus on the skills (with multiple
means of demonstration)
• Are a starting point for defining
achievement standards

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/moreinfo/essential_elements/index.html


Instructionally Embedded 
Assessment 

Test Features 
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Assessment Unit 
 
 
Mira Monroe 

Exceptional 
Student Services 

Unit 
Gina Quintana 
Linda Lamirande 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLM’s aim was to build an assessment that was modeled upon good instruction and one that could be used to inform progress.  It represents a “union” if you will, between instruction and assessment.  Now at CDE, the Assessment Unit and the Exceptional Student Services Unit are “partners”, but we do still have separate roles.  So for questions related to the DLM assessment itself, you will address those to the Assessment Unit; for things related to instruction, we’re your folks.
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The KITE platform 
provides an online testing 
interface for students that 

includes practice items 
and formative tools 

Educator Portal is the 
administrative application 
where staff and educators 

manage student data. 

Technology:  KITE & Educator Portal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLM developed a platform, which they call the KITE platform—Kansas Interactive Testing Engine™ --to accommodate all the technology required to deliver and process online assessment.  KITE consists of four applications—2 parts students and teacher use are the KITE Client which is the testing interface for students that includes practice items and formative tools.   And Educator Portal for teachers to manage student accessibility features and data.  The manual with more information is in final draft and state members are reviewing it.

The Educator Portal is used for the Data Steward to upload User, Enrollment, and Roster files and teachers use Educator Portal to review student data, complete the Personal Needs and Preferences profile and First Contact data, and then to print student usernames and passwords for testing.

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/moreinfo/technology_kite_educator_portal.html
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The teacher enters information about the student’s needs related to presentation for the Personal Needs and Preferences (PNP).  The First Contact builds a profile of the student’s communication style, level of academic, sensory and motor characteristics, and types of assistive devices the student may need to access the computer.  
After the teacher completes the Personal Needs and Preferences (PNP) Profile and First Contact information, the system recommends and the teacher is able to select both the Essential Element (EE) for a student, and the level within the EE.  The student is then dynamically routed to the most appropriate level of that EE. 
 After the student’s initial placement, dynamic routing based on the student’s performance will determine the next best testlet. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the DLM assessment system is a computer-based system, the expectation is that the student will interact independently to the greatest extent possible.  There are provisions for the teacher to enter responses in some instances, but we want to be diligent in evaluating and implementing appropriate assistive technology so that students can make independent responses in both instruction and assessment.
The terms used in the DLM-AA will distinguish between the accessibility features that can be utilized during the assessment (universal supports), those that need to be selected prior to the assessment (selected supports), and those that are built-in features of the system. 




 Assessment is being designed by professionals who know this 
population 

 
 Colorado involvement 

State Management Team 
 Item Review 
Blind/low vision review 
 Field Test #3 
 

 Various technology platforms supported 
More features under review and development 

 

Accessibility 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The DLM system will be created to be accessible for students with a variety of disabilities including significant cognitive disabilities, students who are Deaf or hard of hearing, students who are blind or have low vision, and those who have neuromuscular, orthopedic, or other motor disabilities. Tests will be flexible enough to accept a variety of responses, such as: Keyboard-entered responses Drag-and-drop responses that use the mouse to sort or label Responses using touch-screen technology (when available) The system will also be compatible with a variety of assistive technologies commonly used by students. It will also be flexible enough to allow for varying levels of teacher assistance. 




Instructionally Embedded 
Assessment 
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The Dynamic Learning Maps™ Alternate Assessment 
System uses items and tasks that are embedded in day-
to-day instruction. As these embedded items and tasks 
are given to a student, the student’s learning is mapped 
throughout the year. Because of this, testing and teaching 
happen at the same time. This gives teachers the 
opportunity to see what students know during the year 
when teachers still have time to change instruction to 
better support student learning. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The teacher information recorded in the Personal Needs & Preferences Profile for presentation set up and the additional information related to the student’s unique needs provided in the First Contact survey, will be the foundation used for the system to present the initial testlet for the student.   Then, depending upon the student responses, the linkage levels may adjust for the next delivered testlet.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The least complex of the linkage levels is called Initial Precursor. Testlets developed at the Initial Precursor level often reflect foundational nodes in the learning map, which are skills and understandings students need in order to learn academic content (e.g., “focus attention”). Testlets at this level are typically intended for students who do not yet have symbolic communication, and are usually administered by the teacher, who observes the student’s behavior as directed by the system, and then records responses in the system. 
Between Initial Precursor and Target are two additional linkage levels, Distal and Proximal Precursors. These linkage levels reflect nodes in the map along the multiple pathways extending down from the Target to the Initial Precursor. Sometimes, items for nodes at the Distal and Proximal Precursor levels are combined into a single testlet.  Finally, there are testlets written at the Successor linkage level that are designed to give students the opportunity to stretch toward content in the general education grade level standard.  Information gathered from the teacher and IEP team and ongoing performance by the student will determine which level(s) of complexity are most accessible and appropriate for each student. 
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Overview of Testlets Videos 
 
4th Grade ELA Example-Sue 
Bechard for CDE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Short for Instructionally Relevant Testlet, a testlet is a set of 3–5 items and an engagement activity. Combining multiple items and beginning with an engagement activity increases the instructional relevance of the assessment, and provides a better estimate of the students’ knowledge, skills and abilities than can be achieved by a single test item. Thus, testlets are more reliable and valid indicators of the student’s performance. 	
testlet set 	A group of testlets (generally 3-5 testlets) that span the knowledge, skills, and abilities covered in an Essential Element concept map from initial precursor linkage level through successor linkage level. 	
Structure of a Testlet
• Begins with engagement activity
– Motivate students
– Activate prior knowledge
– Prepare for the cognitive process required
in the items
• ELA: Text presented twice; questions
embedded and at conclusion on 2nd read
• Math: series of questions or problems
related to single topic

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/moreinfo/field_testing/educator_resource_page_3.htmlsthash.ruENo7TH.dpuf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/moreinfo/field_testing/educator_resource_page_3.htmlsthash.ruENo7TH.dpuf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/moreinfo/field_testing/educator_resource_page_3.htmlsthash.ruENo7TH.dpuf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/moreinfo/field_testing/educator_resource_page_3.htmlsthash.ruENo7TH.dpuf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/secure/resources/presentations_folder/presentation_pdfs/CO DOE_01_13_2014.pdf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/secure/resources/presentations_folder/presentation_pdfs/CO DOE_01_13_2014.pdf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/secure/resources/presentations_folder/presentation_pdfs/CO DOE_01_13_2014.pdf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/secure/resources/presentations_folder/presentation_pdfs/CO DOE_01_13_2014.pdf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/secure/resources/presentations_folder/presentation_pdfs/CO DOE_01_13_2014.pdf
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/secure/resources/presentations_folder/presentation_pdfs/CO DOE_01_13_2014.pdf
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Items presented at the initial precursor level are typically for students who are not yet at the symbolic communication stage.  Thus, the teacher sees this screen, follows the presentation directions and records the student’s response.
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For Accountability: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As Colorado has opted for the Year-End Model, the summative is the only score that will be used for accountability.  However, teachers will have access to all the instructionally embedded testlets, and are strongly encouraged to use them throughout the year to guide instruction and monitor student progress.   There are excellent supporting documents with each testlet that are presented in a very clear user-friendly fashion.

This is a great opportunity to enact your standards-based curriculum and align to the types of items that will be found on the summative assessment.  Using the testlets routinely is going to be an excellent way to not only plan your instruction, but to test various methods of student response—AT devices, etc. and provide students ample opportunity to become familiar with the procedures.  There are practice sessions, too.  You’ll be able to see how your students react to the material and respond to the questions, thus informing your next-steps instruction.  However, the embedded questions will not be scored for accountability.  Only the summative assessment will be scored for accountability.



Supports for Professional Development 

Resources 



• System Technology 
• Test Design 
• Common 

Core/Essential 
Elements 

Frequently 
Asked 

Questions 

• Introductory Video 
• Self-directed Learning 

Modules 
• Virtual Community of 

Practice 

Professional 
Development 

Resources 

Where can I find more resources? 

http://dynamiclea
rningmaps.org/ 

DLM 
Website 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DLM is committed to providing excellent professional development for teachers.  Dr. Karen Erickson, who has been a very good friend to Colorado over the past several years, has developed training videos and materials that are informative and easy to access.

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/assessment/faq.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/assessment/faq.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/assessment/faq.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/assessment/faq.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/unc/facilitated/index.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/unc/facilitated/index.html
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/unc/facilitated/index.html
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•Claims and Conceptual Areas 
•Common Core Overview 
•DLM Essential Elements 
• IEP Based on the DLM Essential 

Elements 
•Symbols 
•Who are Students with the Most 

Significant Disabilities? 
•Universal Design for Learning 
•Principles of Effective Instruction in 

English Language Arts 
•Speaking and Listening 
•Shared Reading 
•Writing 
•Standards for Mathematical Practice 
•Counting and Cardinality 
•Power of Ten-Frames 
•….More as they are developed by DLM 

Facilitated 
Professional 

Development 
Modules via 

Webinar 

Where can I find more resources? 

http://dynamiclea
rningmaps.org/ 

DLM 
Website 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gina and I will be hosting live webinar sessions on these topics.  The DLM videos will be included along with any other resources that we think may be helpful.  The live sessions are also intended to provide a forum for discussion and questions.

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/assessment/faq.html


• Kick-off Webinar  
• April 30 
• 3:30-4:30 
• Recorded version 

posted on the 
Accessing 
Students with a 
Disability 
webpage: 

Assessing 
Students 

with a 
Disability 
Webpage 

Where can I find more resources? 

http://dynamiclea
rningmaps.org/ 

DLM 
Website 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Kick-Off webinar you’ve seen today will be recorded and posted to the Assessing Students with a Disability webpage.  That website will be undergoing some changes shortly, but please help spread the word to your cooperating teachers who serve students with a significant cognitive disability that will be participating in alternate assessments in ELA and Math.   

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/assessment/faq.html
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/assessmentdisability
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/assessmentdisability
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/assessmentdisability
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/assessmentdisability
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/assessmentdisability
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are asking for your personal assistance today to help us cascade information about planning our standards-based instruction and preparing our students for online assessment.  This is truly a special point in our educational history and we are excited about the potential it holds for this population of students. 



LITERACY FOR STUDENTS WITH 
SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT NEEDS – LEVEL 2 

Choice of Sessions: 
June 16-17-18 AM 

June 18 PM- 19 – 20 
Dr. Karen Erickson 
Dr. Penny Hatch 

Center for Literacy and Disability Studies 
University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

 
 

2014 Summer Institute 
for Deaf-Blind and  

Significant Support Needs 

44 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And I have one more request….please mark your calendars right now and plan to join us on Sept. 25 as we welcome Mary Schillinger and Becky Wetzel to Denver.  They are the authors of Common Core and the Special Education Student.  They will be presenting some very important information related to the instructional shifts in English Language Arts and Math that teachers will need to implement as all students prepare for the next generation of large-scale assessments.



Common Core and the  
Special Education Student  

 
 Authors Mary Schillinger and Becky Wetzel are coming to 

Denver!  Tentative Date is Sept. 25th for a presentation on 
Instructional Shifts for ELA and Math for administrators and 
teachers. 
 Plan to send a campus team! 
 CDE will provide one book for each AU! 

SAVE the DATE! 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
And I have one more request….please mark your calendars right now and plan to join us on Sept. 25 as we welcome Mary Schillinger and Becky Wetzel to Denver.  They are the authors of Common Core and the Special Education Student.  They will be presenting some very important information related to the instructional shifts in English Language Arts and Math that teachers will need to implement as all students prepare for the next generation of large-scale assessments.



Contact Information 

Linda Lamirande 

lamirande_l@cde.state.co.us 

Gina Quintana 
Quintana_g@cde.state.co.us 

Mira Monroe – Assessment Unit 

Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us
mailto:Quintana_g@cde.state.co.us
mailto:Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us
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This material was developed under a grant from the Colorado Department of 
Education.  The content does not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department 
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.  
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