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Partnering Beliefs, Practices, 
and Needs Assessment

This assessment was developed to assist family members, school staff, and community collaborators in thinking about their current beliefs and actions in partnering to support students’ school success. It includes similar questions for the different groups and focuses on building a shared understanding of how partners can work together and problem solve when there are concerns. In Colorado, Response to Intervention (RtI) is cited in three Colorado laws (SB 09-90, ECEA, and the READ Act) and every school must implement some system of tiered instruction and intervention. In Colorado, RtI is now a part of a more recent and broader framework, Multi-Tiered System of Supports. Assessment questions address key MTSS components.
This survey can be used in action planning and for pre- and post-assessment. As individuals answer the questions, they have the opportunity to assess their current ideas and actions, comparing beliefs and practices. Also, each person can identify topics about which he/she would like more information or training. Results can be collected and analyzed together and by the different stakeholder groups.  Data can be used in strategically planning, implementing, and evaluating partnering learning opportunities, and activities. Post-action administration can help assess growth and effectiveness. In addition, the items in this assessment can be used to formulate specific partnering “job descriptions” for a specific role or set of responsibilities or used to guide performance evaluations, professional growth goals.

 Partnering Beliefs, Practices, and Needs Assessment

Directions: Our school is developing new ways to support our teachers and families in working together to support every student’s success. We are trying to coordinate home and school learning. This survey was developed to gather information about partnering beliefs, practices, and needs from all stakeholders who support our students. Please answer questions from the perspective of your specific role.  There are four sections in the assessment. Section 1 is for everyone: Family Members, School Staff, and Community Collaborators. Section 2 is for Family Members only. Section 3 is for School Staff and Community Collaborators only. Section 4 is for everyone: Family Members, School Staff, and Community Collaborators. Please tabulate your Beliefs (Section 1) and Practices (Section 2 or 3) and compare, identifying strengths and concerns. We welcome your comments and questions. All this information will be used to plan our partnering activities.

Please Check Information that Relates to Your Role with Students:

Educator: ____ Position: ______________________________________________
Family Member: ____ Student Grade Level(s): _____________________________

Community Collaborator: ____ Affiliation: ___________________________________

Name (Optional): ___________________________________Date: ____________

I would like to participate on a family, school, and community partnering committee at our school. My contact information is as follows (name, email or phone or address): 

Please share any comments or ideas you have in the space below or throughout the survey regarding how our school can best support families, teachers, and community collaborators working together to coordinate school success in the space below.  

Adapted from the following sources:

Vosler-Hunter, R.W. (1998). Changing roles, changing relationships: Parent-professional collaboration on behalf of children with emotional disabilities.  Portland, OR:  Portland State University, Research and Training Center on Family Support and Children’s Mental Health: Bryan, J.B, & Pelco, L. (2006). School psychologist involvement in partnerships survey (SPIPS). Williamsburg, VA: William and Mary School of Education; National Center for Special Education Accountability Monitoring. Parent survey-special education. Version 2.0. Retrieved May 9, 2008, from http://www.monitoringcenter.lsuhsc
Thanks to the family members, professionals, and graduate students who provided input as to this survey’s content.
SECTION 1:  FAMILY MEMBERS, SCHOOL STAFF, COMMUNITY COLLABORATORS
Beliefs (What I Think…)
	I …
	N/A
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Undecided
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	1. Believe that families and schools share responsibility for a student’s education.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. Believe that students should see their teachers and families working together in relation to their everyday school experiences and learning.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. Believe that schools and families each have areas of expertise/information to share in supporting student success.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. Believe teachers and family members should communicate regularly about both positive events and concerns.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. Believe that teachers and family members should share concerns when either sees a student beginning to struggle or get discouraged. 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. Believe that teachers and family members should plan interventions together when concerns are identified.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. Believe that students should be partners in home-school coordination.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. Am confident in my ability to develop family-school partnerships in my specific role (as family member, school staff or community collaborator).
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. Have time to develop family-school partnerships in my specific role (as family member, school staff or family member).
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. Have the skills/training/knowledge to work as a partner in supporting school success for students. 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. Understand the Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) (or Response to Intervention – RtI) framework in my school.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	SUMMARY: Tabulate Number Marked in Each Column
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BELIEFS Comments, Strengths, and Concerns:



SECTION 2:  FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY

Practices (What I Do…)

	I …


	N/A
	Not at All
	Rarely
	Sometimes
	Frequently
	Very Frequently

	1. Talk frequently about school with my student – including encouraging learning and about class topics.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. Know about my student’s school life – such as classes, activities, classroom rules, and successful homework expectations. 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. Communicate regularly (two-way) with teachers – such as for positive reasons, routine matters, and concerns if needed.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. Share about my student  – such as strengths, challenges, interests, and attitudes about school  – with the teachers.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. Ensure my student completes homework or seek community/school support to help do this.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. Ask for information about my student’s learning progress.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. Problem solve with teachers when there are academic or behavior concerns about my student.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. Ask teachers what I can do to support my student’s learning at home or through community/school resources and follow up.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. Visit my student’s school and/or classroom
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. Tell my student that the school and our family are working together to help him/her be successful.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. Participate in intervention planning and implementation for my student if indicated (such as in Advanced Learning Plans, Individual Education Programs – IEP, Multi-Tiered System of Supports – MTSS or Response to Intervention – RtI, READ Plan).
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	SUMMARY: Tabulate Number Marked in Each Column
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FAMILY PRACTICES Comments, Strengths, and Concerns: 



SECTION 3:  SCHOOL STAFF AND COMMUNITY COLLABORATORS ONLY

Practices (What I Do…)

	I …


	N/A
	Not at All
	Rarely
	Moderately
	Frequently
	Very Frequently

	1. Provide information to every family on such topics as how to support classroom content and offer encouragement.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. Ensure every family knows about the student’s school, life – such as activities, classroom rules, and successful homework expectations.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	3

	3. Communicate regularly (two-way) with every family for positive reasons, updates, and to ask for their feedback. 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4.  Ask every family to share ideas about the student – such as strengths, challenges, interests, and attitudes about school.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5.  Ensure every student completes homework successfully, working with families and school/community supports.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. Provide information to every family on the student’s progress, using data.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. Include families in problem solving about their student when I have any academic or behavioral concerns
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. Ask every family what is needed to actively support student learning in the home and/or with community resources; and follow up. 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9.  Visit families in their homes.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. Tell my students that the school and their families are working together to help them be successful in school.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. Invite and support families to participate in intervention planning and implementation for their students as indicated (such as in Advanced Learning Plans – ALPs, Individual Education Programs – IEPs, Multi-Tiered System of Supports – MTSS or Response to Intervention – RtI, READ Plans). 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	SUMMARY: Tabulate Number Marked in Each Column
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EDUCATOR OR COMMUNITY PRACTICES Comments, Strengths, and Concerns: 




SECTION 4:  FOR FAMILY MEMBERS, SCHOOL STAFF, AND COMMUNITY COLLABORATORS
A) I would like more information about …

· Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 
· National Standards for Family-School Partnerships
· Research findings that support family, school, and community partnerships in improving student achievement
· Assessments, surveys, and other information gathering tools 
· Sharing responsibility for student learning

· Creating learning opportunities at home and/or with community resources

· Parenting education opportunities
· Two-way communication 

· Homework success strategies

· Family volunteer opportunities from home or at school 

· Teachers and families working together when a student is struggling

· Preparing and participating as a partner in intervention planning and implementation when indicated 

· Visiting homes

· Visiting schools

· Community resources which provide school learning activities, homework support
· Community resources which provide academic and behavioral support when concerns

· Community resources for students with disabilities

· Conflict resolution strategies 

· Other; Please identify:
B) Best times and ways to communicate with me …
· Days/Times: 
· Phone Call: Number
· Phone Text: Number
· Online: Email
· Written Notes
· Other - Please Identify:
C) The following would help me partner for student success.
Response to Intervention (RtI) is incorporated within a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)

