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January 21, 2014 

Beth Crist 
Youth and Family Services Senior Consultant 
Colorado Department of Educaton 
201 E. Colfax Ave., Room 309 
Denver, CO 80203  

Dear Ms. Crist: 

With our strong commitment to supportng earll literacl initataes in Coloradoa oeace cut and oead Colorado 
is aerl pleased to partner wite tee Colorado State Librarl on its “Putng SPELL LSupportng Parents in Earll 
Literacl terouge Libraries) into Actonn prooecta especialll afer partnering wite tee prooect during tee original 
SPELL researce prooect. 

oeace cut and oead Colorado Loco Cc)a a nonprofit teat’s part of tee natonal oeace cut and oeadd program 
and is tee statewide Coaliton of Colorado’s oeace cut and oead Sitesa prepares America’s loungest ceildren 
to succeed in school by partnering with doctors to prescribe books and encourage families to read together. 
The program trains doctors and nurses to advise parents about the importance of reading aloud and to give 
books to children at pediatric checkups from 6 months to 5 years of age with a special focus on children 
growing up in poaertl. Tee 220 partcipatng clinics in n  Colorado countes distribute more tean an a000 
developmentally and language appropriate books to more than 86,000 children annually. More than 950 
medical providers have been trained in the Reach Out and Read model around the state.  

Partnering wite tee first SPELL prooect allowed us to learn eow to beter support low-income parents in 
instlling earll ssills in teeir loung ceildrena startng at birte. .e loos forward to partnering on teis second 
prooect to furteer our snowledge to beter serae teis crucial audiencee it will also proaide inaaluable training 
for oco Cc clinic representataes in SPELL findingsa as well as funding for public librarl-oco Cc collaboratons.  

As tee prooect so closell supports oco Cc’s missiona we pledge to contribute a $3a000.00 case matce towards 
this important early literacy and professional development endeaaor. cur staff will also contribute:  

• liaison support between local clinics and participating libraries 
• one representative to serve on the Advisory Board 
• expertise on providing early literacy messaging and support to parents 
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On behalf of ROR CO, I encourage tee Insttute of  useum and Librarl Seraices to fund teis proposal. Tee 
training and prototlpe prooects teat “Putng SPELL into Actonn will create and implement will allow public 
libraries, ROR CO clinics, and the medical community to be even more successful in providing early literacy 
seraices in teeir communites. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Megan Wilson 
Executae Director 
Reach Out and Read Colorado 
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