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WIDA Screener & Data Coding 
Training for English Learners



English Learner
Professional Development Hours

2.5 hours aligned to Quality Standard IV: 
Educators are knowledgeable in the teaching 
strategies, including methods, materials, and 
assessment for CLD students.
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http://www.cde.state.co.us/educatortalent/elpdpathways

http://www.cde.state.co.us/educatortalent/elpdpathways


Welcome & Introduction 

Who is attending today? 

How familiar are you with WIDA Screener? 
(0-None/1-Low/2-Moderate/3-High)

What is your most pressing question about Data Coding & 
Reporting? (sticky note)



AM Training Session – CLDE Office
 State Identification Procedures
 General WIDA Information and Background
 Guidance on Certification & Administering WIDA Screener

PM Training Session – Data Services Office
 Coding EL Fields (3)
 Errors and How to Avoid
 Data Accuracy, Using Reports and Resources

Today We Will…..



State Identification 
Procedures
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Identifying English Learners:
Key Components

OCR and DOJ published 2015 Dear Colleague Letter outlining 
legal obligations for EL
EL must be identified in a timely manner
The HLS is the most common tool to use when identifying 

potential ELs
HLS must be administered effectively to ensure accurate 

results
Parents/guardians must be informed in a timely manner of 

the student’s ELP level and ELD program options
Communication to the parents/guardians must be in a 

language the parent understands
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State Identification Procedures: 
Overview

Identified as 
an English 
Learner

District 
determines 
if there is a 
language 
influence



Home Language Survey (HLS) / 
Home Language Questionnaire (HLQ)

What it is the HLS/HLQ…
• A survey/questionnaire required by law

• Given to all new-to district students
• A tool to be used with all students to identify possible language 

influences other than English
• Include three required questions on district developed form 

• Must be filled out when student enrolls (30 days/2 weeks)



HLS/HLQ

Three (3) questions must be asked…

1. What is/was the student’s first language?
2. What is the native language of the student?

2. Does the student speak a language(s) other than 
English? (Do not include languages learned in school)
� No   � Yes If yes, specify the language(s):

2. What language(s) is(are) spoken most often by the 
student?

3. What language(s) is (are) spoken in your home? 

https://ncela.ed.gov/files/english_learner_toolkit/OELA_2017_ELsToolkit_508C.pdf

https://ncela.ed.gov/files/english_learner_toolkit/OELA_2017_ELsToolkit_508C.pdf


Who Reviews the Language Use Survey?

• District/school staff that have been trained in the school 
or district identification processes to determine if there 
is a language influence

• Counselor
• Administrator
• Teacher
• Administrative assistants
• Other personnel



Identifying English Learners

 The WIDA Screener is an English language proficiency 
assessment given to new students in Grades 1-12* to 
assist educators with the identification of students as 
English learners (ELs). 
* July 1, 2018
* Kindergarten & 1st grade, first semester will continue using W-APT

 The WIDA Screener is used, with a Body of Evidence 
(BOE), as one element in the Colorado Identification 
Procedures to assess a student’s English language 
proficiency.  



Who takes the WIDA Screener assessment?

• District determines a language influence other than English 
• These students include…

• Foreign exchange students
• Students with disabilities
• Students enrolled in charter schools and facility schools
• Adopted students
• Students of military families
• Home school or online students

• Does not include…per federal guidance
• Students who use American Sign Language and do not have a language 

influence other than English.  ASL is considered to be English. 



Proficiency Cut Score Guidance
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http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/identification-placement

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/identification-placement


Body of Evidence (BOE): 
Determining if Student is an English Learner

Use a Body of Evidence to consider 
confirming or refuting ELD services:

• Screener Scores
• Family Interviews
• Student Academic Records
• Local school or district assessments
• Informal assessments



Parent Notification:
Identified English Learners

• Parent Notifications must include:
• Reason why child was identified as EL
• Level of English proficiency and how assessed
• Method of instruction used in programs

 If more than one, list all
• How program will meet the educational strengths of the child
• How program will help child learn English and meet Colorado 

Academic Standards
• Exit requirements for programs/graduation rates for secondary 

students
• Parents right to opt out of program services
• How ELD services will be coordinated with and meet the goals of IEP 

services, if applicable

• http://www.cde.state.co.us/parentnotificationrequirements

http://www.cde.state.co.us/parentnotificationrequirements


English Learner:
State Proficiency Progression 
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NEP / 
LEP

FEP 
Monitor 
Year 1

FEP 
Monitor 
Year 2

FEP 
Exited 
Year 1

FEP 
Exited 
Year 2

FELL

Redesignation

Re-Entry

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/1819redesignationguidance

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/1819redesignationguidance


Following the State Proficiency Progression

• Student October Count and Student End of Year (EOY) remain 
the same within school year.

• Student EOY lags by one year: summation of the previous 
school year, is not the status of the student for next year.

• Provide instructional changes anytime during the school year, 
but language proficiency code will not change until next 
school year in order to avoid coding errors.

• There are some situations that may require an Exception 
Request: when student is FEP M1 in August but after Student 
October Count student regresses (not making consistent 
academic language growth) and needs ELD services again, 
move back and submit coding Exception Request.
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Scenario 1

Student enrolls in the district.  Parents/guardians speak a 
language other than English.  Home Language Survey indicates 
English is the only language used/spoken in the home.  

Question: Is the student eligible for ELD services? 

Please discuss Scenario 1 with your table.  
Connect with situations at your school/district. 
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Scenario 1

Student enrolls in the district.  Parents/guardians speak a 
language other than English.  Home Language Survey indicates 
English is the only language used/spoken in the home.  

Question: Is the student eligible for ELD services? 

Answer: Possibly, administer the identification screener, either 
W-APT or WIDA Screener depending on grade level.  Review 
screener scores and BOE to determine if ELD services are 
appropriate. 
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Scenario 2

An EL student leaves our district and re-enrolls later.

Question: Should we screen the student for ELD services? 
(consider time out of your school)

Please discuss Scenario 2 with your table.  
Connect with situations at your school/district. 
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Scenario 2

An EL student leaves our district and re-enrolls later.

Question: Should we screen the student for ELD services? 
(consider time out of your school)

Answer: Yes, follow district enrollment procedures. If a student 
re-enrolls and is required to fill out all the paperwork, this 
should include the HLS and the district should follow 
identification processes accordingly. (Discuss time out of your 
school and dis-enrollment process)
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Upcoming Identification Webinar

September 26th
10:30-11:30am

Hosted by CLDE Office

Go to: CLDE Office home page –> 
Statewide Support Tab –> Webinars

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/webinars
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http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/webinars


General WIDA 
Screener Information
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ELP vs. ELA Assessments
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WIDA Comprehensive Assessment System
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Four Language Domains



Anchored in English Language 
Development Standards



Grade-Level Cluster 

Note: Continue to administer the 
W-APT to Kindergarten students



Grade Level Cluster Administration



Screener – Online Overview
From the TAM

33



Screener – Paper Overview
From the TAM
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WIDA Screener: Important Information

• Perhaps your district has determined to primarily administer the 
online test.  It can also be determined that newcomer students or 
students new to technology can take the paper test. 

• Do not send any student booklets to WIDA; scoring is done locally 
(the online format does require writing booklet for grades 1-3).

• Also you must plan to securely store and dispose of test materials 
and documents at your school/district. Please ensure this is a 
priority and follow guidance found in the TAM under sections 
“Overview of Responsibilities” and “Test Materials for 
Administration”.



WIDA Accessibility & Accommodations Framework

ELs with a disability 
(IEP or 504 plan)

All ELs



Accommodations Not Allowed

• Read aloud of test items or passages on the 
Reading test 

• Translating test items into a language other than 
English 

• Reading of test items in a language other than 
English

• Bilingual word-to-word dictionary 

• Translating student answers given in a language 
other than English
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WIDA Screener: 
Additional Accommodations

• Large Print
• The student takes screener on paper using low-vision aides or 

magnification tools.
• Braille

• WIDA Screener is not currently available in braille.  If 
districts/schools have the capability to screen students in an 
alternative method, please provide.

• Sign Language Systems
• Students who are deaf or hard of hearing(DHH), including those 

for who American Sign Language is their first language, can 
generally participate in the Reading and Writing domains with 
few or no accommodations.

• The Human Reader of Items accommodation may be used with 
DHH Els who use speech-reading as part of their communication 
system.

Colorado Accommodations Crosswalk can be found here -
http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/ela-additionalresources

http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/ela-additionalresources


Accommodations for students with 
IEP or 504 Plans

• Accommodation Supplement and Selection Forms (paper/online) 
can be found at: https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/accessibility

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/accessibility


WIDA Screener
Certification



Pathway to Administering Assessments

CREATE AN 
ACCOUNT 

EXPLORE GENERAL 
INFORMATION

COMPLETE 
TUTORIALS & 

QUIZZES

TECHNOLOGY OR 
REVIEW TAM

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 
OR DOWNLOAD 

MATERIALS

PLAN TO 
ADMINISTER

ADMINISTER 
ASSESSMENT



WIDA Information

• Username & password and can log into the WIDA website:
www.wida.us 866-276-7735 or help@wida.us

• WIDA Screener General Information:
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener

• CLDE WIDA Screener Assessment Webpage: 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/english-language-
proficiency-assessment

http://www.wida.us/
mailto:help@wida.us
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/english-language-proficiency-assessment


Administration 
Guidance: 

Screener Paper
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Screener Paper Materials
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Paper Assessment: 
Modules – Practice - Quiz
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Administration Pathways

• The WIDA Screener Paper begins with an individually
administered Entry Task, containing speaking and writing.

• The Entry Task will determine which pathway to route the 
student, into Path A or Path B



Path A

• Screener Entry Task has been given 

• Continuing to Path A

Entry Task 
Speaking & 

Writing 
Component

Speaking 
2 Task

Writing 
1 Task

Listening
12 Items

Reading 
12 Items



Path B

• Screener Entry Task has been given 

• Continuing to Path B (skip speaking & writing tasks)

Entry 
Task

Speaking & 
Writing 

Component



Individual vs Group Administration: 
Listening, Reading & Writing 

Test 
Administrator

Grades 1-3 1-2 Student

Grades 4-12

Grades 4-12

Path A:
5 or Fewer 
Students

Path B:
1-3 Students



WIDA Screener Paper Entry Task: 
“How to Administer”

CANNOT SKIP ENTRY TASK:
 Show the student the picture
 Prompt the student to talk about the picture
 Prompt the student to write about the picture
 Use the guidelines provided in the Test Administrator’s 

Manual (TAM) to evaluate the student’s oral and 
written entry tasks

 The student’s performance on the entry task indicates 
whether the student will take Path A or Path B of the 
WIDA Screener



Entry Task: Determining Pathway

• Did the student say at least 2 connected words?
• About the picture
• In English
• Not memorized

• Did the student write at least 2 connected words?
• In English
• Not copied

• Path A if at least 2 connected words are said or written

• Path B if less than 2 connected words are said or written 



Remember: Path B

B is for beginners

Most students will take Path A



Evaluating the Entry Task



Administration 
Guidance: 

Screener Online
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Assess to Test/Training Materials
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Student Test
Ticket
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Online Do - Don’t

• Monitor student progress 
and help adjust audio

• Answer procedural 
questions

• Rephrase, explain in English 
or if requested, translate 
directions and practice 
items only

• You may only answer 
content questions during 
the practice items

• Provide the 
accommodations 
documented in the IEP

• Interrupt students who 
are working 
independently

• Give hints, provide 
answers, or change 
student responses

• Rephrase, explain or 
read aloud test 
passages or items

• Answer questions 
about content, 
vocabulary, or grammar



Do’s for Online Testing:
Technology

• Assist students if they are having issues with technology.
• Clarify where to click in order to move on to the next test 

item.
• Clarify where the answer choices are located.
• Clarify where a student must click to answer a question. 
• Assist students with scrolling up and down.
• Assist students with adjusting the volume, putting on their 

headsets, and adjusting the microphone.
• Ensure students are speaking loudly enough by monitoring 

the yellow bars in the Spectrum Analyzer on the student’s 
screen.

• If a student sees a pop-up indicating that the system was not 
able to record a response, assist the student in checking the 
microphone and/or encourage the student to speak loudly 
enough.



WIDA Screener  
Speaking
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Online Assessment: 
Modules – Practice - Quiz
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WIDA Screener Paper
• Path A Students Only
• Virtual test administrator 

(Ms. Lee) and a model 
student (Nina) provide 
speaking prompt (USB/CD) 

• Administrator/Scorer uses 
Student Score sheet to 
score student response

WIDA Screener Online 
• All students who take 

online will be scored on 
speaking

• Virtual test administrator 
(Ms. Lee) and a model 
student (Nina) provide 
speaking prompt online

• Administrator/Scorer inputs 
student response score in 
AMS

Speaking  Scoring Test Overview



Speaking Task Sequence

1. The Virtual Test Administrator provides background information on the topic 
that clarifies the visuals presented (supported with both audio and text).

2. The Virtual Test Administrator asks the model student, Nina, a question about 
the pictures.

3. Nina’s answer provides a model for your student that indicates expectations of 
length and complexity for scoring purposes.

4. The Virtual Test Administrator will then ask your student a new question about 
the pictures that is related to the question she asked Nina.

5. For both paper and online, the Test Administrator scores student’s response 
using the speaking scoring scale. The student response is compared to the model 
answer given by Nina (Nina’s response is always the highest score point, 
Exemplary).



Screener Online: Proficiency Levels



Screener Online: Speaking Scoring Scale

P3
 &

 P
5 

Ta
sk

P1
 T

as
ks



Defining Attempted

• At all task levels, simply repeating or reading all or part of the 
task question should be scored Attempted.

• At all task level, responses of “I don’t know” should be scored 
Attempted.

• A response that is entirely off task receives a score of 
Attempted.



Speaking: Off Task vs Off Topic

Off Task Off Topic



Speaking Test: Considerations 

https://www.wida.us/client/Screener/online/materials-resources.aspx

https://www.wida.us/client/Screener/online/materials-resources.aspx


Speaking Test: Scoring Tips

When scoring Speaking think about:
• The grade level you are assessing
• How difficult are the demands of the task (P1, P3, P5)
• The language needed on the scoring scale at each level
• Is the response as sophisticated as the Model Student – Nina
• Is the response “Off Topic” or “Off Task” 



WIDA Screener  
Writing
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WIDA Screener Paper
• Students respond to one 

writing task by writing their 
responses in their Student 
Response Booklets.

• Test Administrator's Script, 
Test Booklet, and Student 
Response Booklet

WIDA Screener Online 
• Students in grades 1-3 

respond to writing prompt in a 
grade cluster and tier specific 
Writing Test Booklet

• Download and print the 
writing test booklets by grade 
cluster and tier as well as the 
appropriate test administrator 
script

• Students in grades 4-12 
responds to computer based 
writing prompt by 
keyboarding. 

Writing Scoring Test Overview



Features of Academic Language
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Screener Writing: Scoring Scale



Screener: Writing Scoring Process & 
Rules



Writing: Off Task vs Off Topic

Off Task Off Topic



Look at the 
student’s written 

response

Look at the 
Writing 

Scoring Scale

Make a 
holistic 

judgement

Find criteria on the Writing 
Scoring Scale to support 

holistic judgement

ASSIGN A 
SCORE 
POINT

Screener: Writing – Assign a Score Point



Focus on and score the language on the page 

• Young Learners: inventive spelling, punctuation and handwriting

• Typed Response: typos, lack of capitalization, spacing between 
words is not correct

• Copied or Adaptive Text: most students copy test prompt, look for 
original language in responses

• Comprehensibility: difficult to read, spelling errors

• Other Considerations: matching up task question number given 
online to paper responses
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WIDA Screener Online
Scoring Calculator
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Screener Online: Entering Scores

https://www.wida.us/client/Screener/online/scoring/entering-scores.aspx

https://www.wida.us/client/Screener/online/scoring/entering-scores.aspx


Screener Online: Generating Score 
Reports

• Log into WIDA AMS and All Applications, 
then click Report Delivery

• Select On-Demand Reports.  Enter 
student information and click Find 

Student.  Score Report will be blank if 
student has not completed all 4 domains 

or all domains have not been scored.  
(up to 2 hours)

• Open or save the results of multiple 
students by selecting student(s) and click 

on Open Selected or Save Selected

https://www.wida.us/client/Screener/online/scoring/generating-reports.aspx

https://www.wida.us/client/Screener/online/scoring/generating-reports.aspx


Screener Online: Score Report Sample



Thank you for attending today!

ELD Programs
• Visit: http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english
• Contact: Morgan Cox at cox_m@cde.state.co.us
• Contact: Lindsay Swanton at Swanton_l@cde.state.co.us
• Contact: Doris Nguyen at brock-Nguyen_d@cde.state.co.us

EL Data Coding & Reporting
• Visit: http://www.cde.state.co.us/datapipeline/snap_studentoctober
• http://www.cde.state.co.us/datapipeline/inter_student
• Contact: Genevieve Hale at Hale_g@cde.state.co.us

Assessment Office (ACCESS 2.0/Screener Kits)
• Visit: http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/ela
• Contact: Heather Villalobos Pavia at Villalobos-Pavia_H@cde.state.co.us
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