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Presentation Notes
Here’s our new 7th Edition of the Colorado Accommodation Manual—We did a pretty complete overhaul last year, so most things are still the same.  We’ll point out new features as we go along.  

We are still working on preparing the final copy to post, so please bear with us for a few more days.  Our goal is Sept. 1!


CDE Contacts

Instructional Accommodations

Linda Lamirande — Exceptional Student Services Unit

Lamirande L@cde.state.co.us
303-866-6863

Accommodations for State Assessments

Mira Monroe — Assessment Unit

Monroe M@cde.state.co.us
303-866-6709
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Presentation Notes
For questions regarding the selection and implementation of instructional accommodations for students with disabilities, please contact Linda Lamirande, Assessment & Accommodations Senior Consultant, Exceptional Student Services Unit  303-866-6863 or email Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us]

Linda is also the contact for alternate standards and assessment eligibility, the 11th Grade Alternate for Colorado ACT and alternate standards for standards-based IEPs

For questions regarding accommodations allowable for the state general and alternate assessments, please contact Mira Monroe at (303) 866-6709 or monroe_m@cde.state.co.us

mailto:Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us
mailto:Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us

Who Needs Training About

Accommodations?

"Develop District Training Plan
Administrators
Classroom Teachers
Related Service Personnel
Paraprofessionals
Campus support staff
Parents
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Presentation Notes
As part of our trainings this year, we will be contacting participants to ask how you were able to use this training.  I hope many of you will say that you shared the information with your colleagues—whether it was the teacher next door; your campus PLC group; or at the district level.  This information applies to every student in Colorado, so it is equally important for every educator to be aware of the Colorado Accommodation Manual and to use it to provide 


Colorade Accommodation Manual

Guidance applies to....

* Any student with a documented need, including
students with a disability who are served under
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and
students who are eligible to receive special
education services under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act 2004 - IDEA
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Note that Section 504 and IDEA -special education- are federal laws protecting individuals with a disability;  all other educational plans and educational teams are defined and administered by the district.
This information applies to every student in Colorado, so it is equally important for every educator to be aware of the Colorado Accommodation Manual and to use it to provide accommodations according to these guidelines  for all eligible students, including those students with a disability served under Section 504 or IDEA.



Who will use the manual?

Formal plans ma Y include, but

are not Limiited to:

*  Ewglish Language Acquisition Plan

e (ndividual (,Ltemcg Plan

e TRtlPlan

*  Advanced Learning Plan

* School or district document kept tn the
student’s cumulative record

*  Section 504 Plan / Individual
Accommodation Plan

* Individualized Education Program (EP

Various types of educational teams may be
assembled to consider a student’s educational
needs.

The role of the team is to thoughtfully
determine and document appropriate
accommodations needed to access instruction
and assessment.

All decisions will be made and documented in
a formal educational plan according to
applicable local, state and federal guidelines
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There are some new requirements related to the READ Act and how they may apply for students with a disability.  That guidance is in final preparation right now, so watch for it soon from the Office of Literacy.


Who will use the manual?
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Where does this manual need to be?   …. in the hands of Colorado teachers.    If educators are not aware of their responsibility to thoughtfully choose and evaluate the use of accommodations for certain qualified students, then the only losers are the students.    

With our focus on educator effectiveness and improved student achievement, using accommodations appropriately for all eligible students can move us one step closer to ensuring that ALL students in Colorado have a fair and equal chance to receive standards-based instruction and demonstrate mastery.  

We are reaching out to all of you who watch this training today, to take this information back to your districts and campuses as our trainers, or into the classroom with your students.  All the words in this manual will do absolutely no good for students unless YOU make the effort to see that teachers know about the manual—know where to access it—and know how to use it effectively for instruction and assessment.



Improved
Student
Performance
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But most of all, appropriate access to instruction and assessment will lead to improved Student Performance.

I haven’t had a chance to compile and analyze our data from this past spring yet.  I’m hoping to see some improvement in the performance of students with an IEP compared to those that do not.  Last year, there was a gap of more than 40 points.  Remember we are not after “The illusion of inclusion”….we want to transform and differentiate our instruction in order for students to not only “access” the general curriculum, but to achieve mastery.


Big Ideas - Section 1

Cover — Building Bridges
for the Future

Colorado Accommodation
Manual

> Section 1: Guidance

Selecting and Using
Accommodations for Instruction
and Assessment

Revised Participation
Guidelines for Alternate
Instruction and
Assessment

Companion Document
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Just as a quick review from last week.  The front cover graphic is intended to represent our transition into a new age of computer-based instruction and assessment for students, including students with a disability.  My husband took this picture of the Royal Gorge Bridge from the open car of the Royal Gorge Train a few weeks ago.  I thought the picture could represent the idea that we are firmly anchored in the past, but are aiming for improved student performance in the future.  The crossover—or the bridge-- to computer-based assessment has seemed somewhat far away and  is a little bit scary, but with the help of the PARCC consortia and Pearson, who is the vendor building the Science and Social Studies tests, the accessibility features and enabled accommodations will become a reality….not exactly sure how everything will work yet…I’m sure some things will change as the various accessibility features are field tested…. but there are some considerations the IEP Team will need to consider and decisions documented in IEPs as the annual meetings come up during this school year.  We will look at those closely in just a moment.


Special Education Eligibility ‘Alternate Standards and
Assessment

Impact of the
disability falls
within the

Significant
cognitive
disability range

IEP Team considers alternate standards for instruction
and alternate assessment
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This graphic represents the IEP Team process of working through the Participation Guidelines Worksheet to help you have conversations with parents about cognitive and adaptive abilities.  I understand it is not always easy to go there….but in order for the student to have the very best program we can design, it is necessary.  Parents absolutely must understand the concept of standards-based instruction and how it best applies for their child.


Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and

Alternate Assessment
Participation Guidelines Worksheet

Notice the change of title:
Alternate Standards and Assessment Eligibiity-Criteria-Worksheet

To new title:
Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and Alternate Assessment

Participation Guidelines Worksheet
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The reason for the change of name is twofold:
To separate the Determination of Eligibility Checklists that are used to determine whether a student meets eligibility criteria to receive special education services from the process of determining whether a student meets participation guidelines to receive instruction on alternate standards (EEOs) and to take alternate assessment – 
 to be in line with wording the consortias are using
Let’s look more closely at the worksheet:  I will develop a stand alone training that will likely be offered as a live webinar and posted later on so we’ll not go totally into it now, but I do want you to get the basic gist….


Participation Guidelines Worksheet

* For further clarification of terms used in this worksheet, please refer to the companion document
Participation Guidelines: Alternate Academic Achievement Standards for Instruction and Alternate Assessment

Criterion #1:
The student has been evaluated and
determined to be eligible to receive
special education services and has an
IEP.

Response:

[ Has the student been determinedtobe a
student with a disability eligible to receive
special education services under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA)?

O Has a current Individualized Education
Program (IEP) been developed for the
student?

O Ne. Stop here. The student must meet Special Education Determination of Eligibility

criteria in one or more disability categories defined in ECEA Rules
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/IEP Forms.asp

OYes. If both elements can be affirmed, continueto Criterion #2.
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Upon referral for special education services, the school district will use “a variety of assessment tools and strategies to gather relevant functional, developmental, and academic information, including information provided by the parent…” to build the body of evidence to define a student’s characteristics as a learner. The IEP Team will review the evaluation data and follow the Determination of Eligibility Checklists to document the student’s eligibility to receive special education services under IDEA and to develop an Individualized Educational Program (IEP).
If the student was referred, but did not meet eligibility criteria to receive special education services, then the process stops here and the student receives instruction based on grade-level standards and takes grade-level assessment with/without accommodations (perhaps under Section 504)
If the student is eligible under one of the 13 disability categories and the IEP Team develops an IEP, then considerations proceed to Criterion #2


Participation Guidelines Worksheet

Criterion #2:
The student has documented evidence
of a cognitive disability.

Response:

0 During the process of determining
eligibility for a student, did the EP Team
review a body of evidence that supports the
existence of a cognitive disability?

O No. Stop here. The student must have documented evidence of the existence of a
cognitive disability, regardless of the special education disability category.

O Yes. Empirical evidence of a cognitive disability is documented in the IEP. Continueto
Criterion#3.
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As part of the multi-disciplinary process, the unique needs of the child will be identified and evaluated.  If cognitive and adaptive delay is a suspected area, a school psychologist or other trained licensed personnel will select and administer valid and reliable instruments based upon the student’s needs. Results of testing and observational instruments shall be reported and documented as part of an empirical body of evidence. No one procedure can be the sole determiner of whether a child has a disability or to determine a specific educational plan. Multiple sources of information must be considered to define the pervasive level of support required by the student and to identify areas of strength as well as areas of need. A comprehensive review would be expected to address the following areas: academics; communication; self-care; daily living; social skills; access to the community; self-direction; health and safety; leisure; and work.  Adaptive skills should be commensurate with the scores from the cognitive evaluation and must also indicate that the student is functioning in the most significant classification ranges.



Criterion #3:
The student has a significant cognitive
disability.

Response:

O The student’s demonstrated cognitive
functioning and adaptive behavior in the
home, school, and community environments
are significantly below age expectations,
even with program modifications,
adaptations and accommodations and

O the School Psychologist (or other personnel
trained in administering psychometric
evaluation) presents evidence that the
student’s cognitive and adaptive functioning
is consistent with that of a student with a
significant cognitive disability™®.

Empirical evidence includes, but is
not limited to, formal testing
results, multi-disciplinary team
evaluations, and other evaluative

data.

O No. The documented evidence supporting the existence of a cognitive disability does
not fall into the “significant cognitive disability” range. With appropriate adaptations
(supports and accommodations), the student receives daily instruction based on the
Colorado Academic Standards enrolled grade-level expectations. The student does not
gualify for instruction on alternate academic achievement standards or to take
alternate assessment based on alternate academic achievement standards.
Continueto 4A to select Grade-level standards-based instruction and appropriate
grade-level assessment.

O No. The documented evidence supporting the existence of a cognitive disability does
not fall into the “significant cognitive disability” range. However, the IEP Team has
considered the impact of the disability and other related factors in order to determine
that the student qualifies to receive daily instruction based on the Colorado Academic
Standards Extended Evidence Outcomes (alternate academic achievement standards)
and participate in alternate assessment based on alternate academic achievement
standards.

Continueto 4B to select Alternate standards-based instruction and appropriate
alternate assessment.

O Yes. Both elements affirm that the student meets the qualifications as a student with a
significant cognitive disability. The student (a) requires extensive, repeated individualized
instruction and support that is not of a temporary or transient nature and (b) uses substantially
adapted and medified materials and individualized methods of accessing information in
alternative ways to acquire, maintain, generalize, demonstrate and transfer academic and
functional skills necessary for application in school, work, home and community environments.

Daily modified instruction is linked to the enrolled grade level Colorado Academic Standards
Extended Evidence Outcomes (EEOs). For students receiving instruction on alternate standards
and taking alternate assessment, the IEP must contain measurable annual goals and objectives for
content areas.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities Non-regulatory Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education in August 2005 states that alternate achievement standards are intended for “…students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.” (p.6)  there is no federal definition or single method of determining if a student has a “significant cognitive disability” http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/altguidance.pdf
 
Since the impact of having an intellectual or cognitive disability varies considerably, just as the range of abilities varies considerably among all people, the designation of “the most significant cognitive disability” is left to the professional judgment of the school psychologist and other professionals contributing to the body of evidence gathered during the evaluation and considered by the IEP Team. Generally, such students can be characterized as having intellectual functioning well below average (typically associated with cognitive measures indicating an IQ below 55, / 3.0 standard deviations or more below the mean) that exists concurrently with deficits in adaptive functioning.  This reference is offered to help distinguish between students who meet eligibility criteria to receive special education services as a student with an Intellectual Disability and students with a significant cognitive disability.
The words “typically associated with IQ below 55” allow for some district/school flexibility; it is not intended to be an absolute requirement. For students with IQ measured in the 55-70 range, additional factors related to the impact of the disability must be taken into account.
 



Criterion #3:
The student has a significant cognitive
disability.

Response:

O The student’s demonstrated cognitive
functioning and adaptive behavior in the
home, school, and community environments
are significantly below age expectations,
even with program modifications,
adaptations and accommodations and

O the School Psychologist (or other personnel
trained in administering psychometric
evaluation) presents evidence that the
student’s cognitive and adaptive functioning
is consistent with that of a student with a
significant cognitive disability™®.

Empirical evidence includes, but is
not limited to, formal testing
results, multi-disciplinary team
evaluations, and other evaluative
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Extended Evidence Outcomes (EEOs). For students receiving instruction on alternate standards
and taking alternate assessment, the IEP must contain measurable annual goals and objectives for
content areas.
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While the Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities Non-regulatory Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education in August 2005 states that alternate achievement standards are intended for “…students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.” (p.6)  there is no federal definition or single method of determining if a student has a “significant cognitive disability” http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/altguidance.pdf
 
Since the impact of having an intellectual or cognitive disability varies considerably, just as the range of abilities varies considerably among all people, the designation of “the most significant cognitive disability” is left to the professional judgment of the school psychologist and other professionals contributing to the body of evidence gathered during the evaluation and considered by the IEP Team. Generally, such students can be characterized as having intellectual functioning well below average (typically associated with cognitive measures indicating an IQ below 55, / 3.0 standard deviations or more below the mean) that exists concurrently with deficits in adaptive functioning.  This reference is offered to help distinguish between students who meet eligibility criteria to receive special education services as a student with an Intellectual Disability and students with a significant cognitive disability.
The words “typically associated with IQ below 55” allow for some district/school flexibility; it is not intended to be an absolute requirement. For students with IQ measured in the 55-70 range, additional factors related to the impact of the disability must be taken into account.
 



Participation Guidelines Worksheet

4Aa
Instruction and Assessment based on Grade-
Level Academic Achievement Standards

4B
Instruction based on Extended Evidence Outcomes (EEOs)
and

Tested (Grade-level Expectations / Evidence Outcomes) Alternate Assessment based on Alternate Academic
Content Achievement S5tandards (Aa-A8S)
Areas
O Grade-level classroom/ district assessments O aAlernate classroom/ district assessments based on alternate
Reading O with accommodation standards
Writing O without accommaodation
Math O state Summative Assessment O Alternate State Summative Assessments
O with accommodations allowed for use on state
Science assessment
O without accommaodation
Social O nonstandard request— appmved b‘y’CDE Nme:wiﬂ':_ﬂ'u.a passaggnleEAin 1257 and its reauthorization in 2004, i'tisrequ!rgdﬂ';a.t both
. . state and districts provide an alternate assessment for students who cannot participate in
Studies Assessment Unit general state and district asseccments.
Dual Typically, if a student meets participation guidelines for alternate standards for instruction, the alternate assessment will be taken for all
Assessment | content areas tested in the student’s enrolled grade level. Howewver, in a few rare instances, a student may demonstrate specific
academic strength in a particular content area. The IEP Team may determine that a student receive grade-level instruction and
participate in grade-level assessment in one or more content areas, but receive instruction under alternate standards and take an
alternate aszeszment in another content area. In such cases, a Request for Dual Assessment form must be submitted to the CDE
Aszessment Unit. (See Assessment Appendixin the Colorado Accommodation Manual)
Other O AaccCEssfor ELLs (K-12) O Alternate ACCESS for ELLs (Gr.1-12)

O with allowable accommodations

O Colorado ACT
O with allowable accommodations for use on
the ACT assessment

O 11t Grade Alternate Assessmentfor Colorado ACT

%, “?" Data Pipeline for 2014
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This section is also arranged a little differently from the previous worksheet.  If the IEP Team chooses Grade-Level academic achievement standards, then mark the appropriate boxes under the green section 4A.  The student will take all tested areas for their grade level with or without accommodation.  If an accommodation is chosen that is considered to be a nonstandard accommodation, then that would be sent in to the Assessment Unit for approval
If the IEP Team decides on alternate standards, then the boxes are under the blue section 4B.   Previously, each content area was marked separately.  Our current information from the consortias is that if a student meets participation guidelines for alternate, the student will take an alternate for all tested areas.  Now, there is a note for Dual Assessment that says…..


Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and
Alternate Assessment

Participation Guidelines Companion
Document

Participation Guidelines: Alternate Academic Achievement
Standards for Instruction and Alternate Assessment

This clarifying document has been prepared as a companion for the Participation
Guidelines Worksheet.

Evaluation and Determination of Eligibility for Special Education

Upon referral for special education services, the school district will use “a
variety of assessment tools and strategies to pgather relevant functional,
developmental, and academic information, including information provided by
the parent..” to build the body of evidence to define a student’s characteristics
as a learner. The IEP Team will review the ewvaluation data and follow the
Determination of Eligibility Checklists to document the student’s eligibility to
receive special education services under IDEA and to develop an Individualized Educational Program
{IEP). During the IEP Team considerations, the academic achievement standard for instruction will
be specified and how the student will participate in assessment will be documented.
[zows.c 1a14{b(a)a).  http./www.cde state co.us/cdesped/IEP Forms.asp

Cognitive Disability

Az part of the multi-disciplinary process, the unigque needs of the child will be identified and
evaluated. If cognitive and adaptive delay is a suspected area, a school psychologist or other trained
licensed personnel will select and administer valid and reliable instruments based upon the student’s
needs. Results of testing and observational instruments shall be reported and documented as part of
an empirical body of evidence. No one procedure can be the sole determiner of whether a child has a
dizability or to determine a specific educational plan. Multiple sources of information must be
considered to define the pervasive level of support required by the student and to identify areas of
strength as well as areas of need. A comprehensive review would be expected to address the
following areas: academics; communication; self-care; daily living; social skills; access to the
community; self-direction; health and safety; leisure; and work. Adaptive skills should be
commensurate with the scores from the cognitive evaluation and must also indicate that the student
is functioning in the most significant classification ranges.

Significant Cognitive Disability

While the Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities

Non-regulatory Guidaonee issued by the US. Department of Education in August 2005 states that

alternate achievement standards are intended for “..students with the most significant cognitive COLORADO
16 disabilities.” (p.6) there is no federal definition or single method of determining if a student has a DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

“significant cognitive disability” htto://www2 ed zov/policyfelsec/zuid/atzuidance. pdf
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Presentation Notes
This clarifying document has been prepared as a companion for the Participation Guidelines Worksheet for educators and IEP Teams to give expanded definition of terms.


Extended Evidence Outcomes (EEOs)

. Extended Evidence Outcomes Adopted August 3, 2011 On August 3, 2011, the
State Board of Education unanimously adopted the EEO. EEO provide the
alternate standards in Mathematics, Science, Social Studies and Reading,
Writing and Communicating for students with significant cognitive disabilities
who qualify for the alternate assessment. These alternate expectations are

For students directly aligned to the grade level expectations for all students.

receiving
instruction on
alternate

= Mathematics with EEOs

= Reading, Writing and Communicating with EEOs

standards,
measurable goals
and objectives are

required in the |EP . Social Studies with EEOs

u Science with EEOs

COLORADO
DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION



http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/math_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/rwc_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/science_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/social_studies_with_eeos.pdf

Big Ideas — Section 2

Cover — Building Bridges
for the Future

> Section 2: The Five-Step
Process

Colorado Accommodation
Manual

Selecting and Using
Accommodations for Instruction
and Assessment

Updated Tables A-N

Glossary of Instructional

Accommodations with
Technology resources
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In Section 2  The Five Step Process is still the same.  However there are updated Tables A-N based on Student Characteristics.  There are resources and suggestions there.  The Glossary of Instructional Accommodations also has updated links and resources.




How can I get new information?

= District Assessment Coordinators — DAC listserv
11th Grade Alternate Assessment for the Colorado ACT

Data Pipeline

* SCOOP newsletter
Register for trainings
Project opportunities

= CDE Website

Assessment Unit
Exceptional Student Services Unit
= Standards
* Instructional Accommodations
i = Assessing Students with a Disability

COLORADO
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Last week we also discussed how you can best receive new information  from CDE.  There is a certain protocol that is followed, so our main ways of communicating with the field are….


Features

Navigation - the manual is formatted to be read
online

Each section can be accessed independently

Section headings are bookmarked to specific sections
in the document

Manual will be posted soon!
= Assessment Unit webpage

= ESSU > Instructional Accommodations for Students with a
Disability
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In order to conserve resources and improve ease of access, the Seventh Edition of the Colorado Accommodation Manual is offered as an online version for Colorado educators.



http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/download/pdf/AccommodationsManual.pdf

Part II —Accommodations for State

Assessment

Part 2: Accommodations for State Assessment
September 51" Webinar:

" SectionV Policies and Procedures
= SectionVlI Accommodations for Use on TCAP

= Section VIl Accommodations for Use on CoAlt (Current and New)

September 12th Webinar:

= Section VIl Accommodations for ACCESS for ELLS and Alternate ACCESS

= Section IX Accommodations for Science and Social Studies

COLORADO
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Part II - Sept. 5th and Sept. 12th will be Mira’s.  So we’ll be switching from my part—the 

Instructional Accommodations – to accommodations for ------State Assessment, Mira.  So we’ll be switching places next week.




Instructional Accommodations
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Section III is designed as a Toolkit….a place where you can access graphics, charts and resource lists quickly and print if you like.


Section Ill: Tools

2013-2014 Colorado Accommodations Manual Printable Version
® Part 1: Instructional Accommodations

= Section 1 Guidance

= Section Il Five-Step Process

= Section lll Tools

Consideration When Making Decisions for Instructional
Accommodations

Student Characteristics

Tables A-N: Instructional Accommodations Linked to Student
Characteristics

Alternate Academic Achievement Standard and Alternate Assessment
% Eligibility Criteria Worksheet

® Companion clarifying document

" Web version and Booklet Format COLORADG e
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Some of the tools are in the body of the manual so it will (hopefully!!) read in a coherent manner.  Those graphics, charts, reference sheets, resources are also included again in Section III, so that you can have quick and easy access to print a specific piece.
Other tools are only in Section III and are just offered as helpful forms.  I don’t have all of the tools in Word format, but many of them I do have.  So if there a specific one you’d like to have and adapt for your own district, send me an email and if I have it, I am happy to send it to you.  Some—like the Scribe Decision-Making tool, I borrowed from Cherry Creek ISD so I don’t have it in a Word format, but some others I do. Most you will be able to just print and use as they are.  None of these are required forms per se, but others, like the Participation Guidelines, are intended to be used by all IEP Teams considering alternate standards and alternate assessment.  You don’t have to use the form itself; however all elements of the form are to be included somewhere in the IEP. 


Implement
accommodations
during instruction
and assessment

Using Accommodations During Instruction

Student Characteristics

Refer to Tables A-N
YES | for accommodations
to consider

1. Does the student have blindness or low vision that
requires an accommodation?

O Go to Table A

2. Does the student have a hearing impairment that
requires an accommodation?

O Go to Table B

3. Does the student have some other physical condition
that requires an accommodation?

O Go to Table C or H

4. Does the student have difficulty with expressive or
receptive communication?

O Goto Table D

5. Has the student been identified as having a reading
impairment or difficulty with decoding?

O Go to Table E

6. Does the student have difficulty with writing
composition, grammar or spelling?

O Go to Table F

7. Does the student have weak manual dexterity, fine
motor difficulty, have trouble typing or using a pencil?

O GotoTable C,HorF

8. Does the student have mathematics-related
Impairment?

O Go to Table G

COLORADO
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Here’s an example:  Student Characteristics chart – Guiding questions  - Refer to Tables A-N

Might be appropriate for a staffing, parent conference, etc.


Tables A-N

Table A. Student Characteristic: Visual Impairment, Including Blindness

.
3+ —

Presentation Large print; enlarge with photocopy machine to

recommended font size
Hand held magnification dewices

Braille notetaker
Refreshable Braille displays

Computer magnification

£ % ¥ &

Black and white print; black or white on high
contrast screen

Color contrasting

Resources: . Increased white space
Colorado Center for the Blind - Use easy-to-read sans serif font such as
Wi L cocenter.org wverdana, Aarial, or Calibri
.- Abacus
Amearican Council of the Blind of Colorado 3 Closed Circuit TW {(CCTW)/wvideo magnification
wiwiw . acboco.org
- Braille
Mational Federation of the Blind, Colorado -
Chapter www.nfbco.org - Read aloud/oral presentation
¥ Recordings for the Blind and dyslexic
¥ Recorded books, Mp3 players, other
electronic reading dewvices; descriptive wideo
¥ Screen reader programs

- COLORADO -
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Presentation Notes
These Tables list suggestions and resources under more disability-specific type categories that are based on student characteristics
This is certainly not intended to be a laundry list of every single thing you have to do…..on the contrary…these are suggestions of accommodations you may try and evaluate for effectiveness….


Section Ill: Tools

* Glossary of Instructional Accommodations

® Parent Input for Accommodations

= Accommodations from the Student's Perspective

“ Do's and Don'ts when Selecting Accommodation

= Use of Scribe: Example (from Cherry Creek ISD) Decision-Making Guide
* Accommodation Use in the Classroom

* Evaluation of Accommodation Use

= Data Collection Sheet

= Infused Skills Grid (PEAK Resource)

= After-Test Accommodation Questions

= School/District Logistics Planning Checklist for Classroom/State Assessment
Accommodations
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Presentation Notes
Here are some more…..
The Glossary and Tables A-N were updated with some new links and other suggestions for specific student characteristics.  We won’t take time today to look at each one, but please know they are there for your use.  Again, we will be doing follow up questionnaires, and will be very interested to know which of the tools you used and which you found most helpful.


Glossary of Instructional

Accommodations Chart

modations

Audio Description of Images

Audio description can provide access to complex images and graphics for students with
wvisual and print disabilities. For specific information on how best to use audio description;
please go to: http://ncam.wgbh.org/experience_learn/educational_media/describing-
images-for-enhanced/guidelines-for-describing-imag# Introduction

Read Aloud (Oral Presentation)

A qualified person may be provided to read aloud to students who are unable to decode text
wisually. Readers should use an even tone and inflection so the student can process the
information. Readers need to be familiar with the terminology and symbols specific to the
content. This is especially important for high school mathematics and science. Graphic
materials may be described, but should also be made awvailable in print or tactile formats.
Readers must be provided to students on an individual basis, not to a group of students. A
student should hawve the option of asking a reader to slow down or repeat text. This cannot
occur effectively when a person is reading to an entire group of students.

Teacher-Read Directions

A trained, qualified person may be provided to students who require all directions to be read
aloud. Students who require pacing and focusing may benefit from this type of
accommodation. Rephrasing or clarification of directions is not allowed.

Oral Script

If it is determined that the student requires an oral administration type of accommodation,
the same procedures outlined for use on state assessment should be routinely used in
classroom assessment. Directions, assessment iterms and answer choices must be read
wverbatim from an oral script without clarifying, elaborating, or providing assistance with the
meaning of words. Rephrasing or clarification of directions is not allowed.

Read Aloud to Sself

This accommaodation is useful for students who may need to see and hear text in order to
comprehend what is written. The use of an auditory feedback device may also be beneficial,
but will require individual administration in order not to disturb others.

Audio Cassette Tape, Compact Disc, or Digital Recorder

coe
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Presentation Notes
This is an example of the Glossary chart – the color code represents the categories of accommodations—presentation, response, setting/environment and timing/scheduling


Technology Considerations

Response Accommodations:

Considerations in the Transformation of Accomnmodations from Paper/pencil to
Computer-based Tests

a
Considerations for Use of Technology and Skills Students May Need:

Mote: The accommodations listed below are offered as general suggestions. Please check with
your Assistive Technologist specialist, Occupational Therapist, Speech-Language Pathologist, Deaf
Education specialist or TWI-vision specialist for specific equipment and software recommmendations.

o Capacity to select among multiple options to
indicate response—mouse click; keyboard; touch
screen; speech recognition; assistive devices to
access the keyboard{e.g., mouth stick, eye gaze, or
head wand

» Partner Assisted Scanning to select letter for
multiple choice

« Ability to use speech recognition software to dictate
response

« Ability to use multiple options to indicate response
(listed above)

Ability to use speech recognition software
Ability to operate equipment and dictate response
Capability of producing response using braille writer

or other equipment
» Use paper/pencil in addition to computer {e.g. use
scratch paper for solving problems, drafting ideas



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A new feature added to the Glossary is the little computer icon –  and a list of considerations and skills students may need for transitioning from paper/pencil to computer-based instruction and then to computer-based assessment
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s pause here and open the microphone lines for questions on the Tools Section of the manual.


Instructional Accommodations



Section IV -
Technology

Evaluating
Students’
Computer Literacy
Skills

Evaluating Students’ Computer Literacy Skills

University of Kentucky & CAST

* Technology Skills Checklist for Online

Assessment

Plano, TX ISD Skills for K-5

“ Elementary Technology Computer Literacy

Guide

NOT aligned with CAS....

COLORADO
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Presentation Notes
As we head into computer-based assessment, naturally we need to incorporate computer-based instruction into daily classroom activities.  The best way for students to become fluent with keyboarding and navigating is to learn the icons and skills as they are learning content and practicing skills.

I found a couple of resources for taking a look at the computer literacy skills students have and then how to build upon those to build fluency…. 
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University of Kentucky and CAST

Skills Needed by Student for Online Assessment
M Checdi in thiz column edokh shiil tha iz needed Brdhe specific assessnrent tha the student will Ae taking.
Check in thiz colust n eack shill tha the stedent cumently denran Srafes.

—  Chech in dhis colusr 7 edch shill that the student meed s fo oy ie before tahing the Issessar enid.
4 Wride in addifior 3 skills tha am soecific o the assesow emt that the studemt will be taling.

B asic Computer Skills H + =

1. Demonstrate comect use of computer (clean hands, no oodfdrinks, pre == keys gently, no magnets, etc.) I_l I_l

Identify parts of 3 computer system (2 9. monitor, kevboard, mouse andfor rachkball, printer, heads=set I:I I:I
andaor speakers, CO- RO drive, disk drive, ete.)

Idertify storage media (e.g., loppy disk, CO-R Okl

7]
L]
11 ]
L]
NN
LI
i
LIL]

Start up computer

Shut down computer

Mowe mouse painter on screen (2., demonstrate pointing acod acy’)

Usz= a mouse to single-click

Use 3 mou=z to double-dick

Uz a mou=se to right-dick

Lo I O e Y e N I = (. R Y O I % T ) ]

—_

Usze a mous=e to highlight text on 3 screen

—_
—_

Usz= 3 mou=e to click and drag

12.  Start 3 program fomthe Program bdenu

@CAST

Univarsai Gesige far Learning™ COLORADO
DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

J 0 o o
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Presentation Notes
Skills Needed by Students for Online Assessment Checklist
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Plano ISD - Technology Literacy

Objectives: K 1st 2nd Jrd 4th 5th
|dentify and properly use the A B/C C/D O O O
mouse
|Jse correct posture A8 B/C C/D C/D D D
lJse "single-click " "dauble click,” A8 B/C /D /D O O
and "click-and-drag" functions of
the mouse.
Lacate, identify, and use letter, A8 A8 o o O O
number, and punctuation keys.
Use left hand onthe [eft side of A, A8 B BiC D D
the keyboard.
lJs& right hand an the night side A AB B BiC O O
of the kevboard.
lJze both hands simutaneously A, A8 A8 B B/C D
on the kevboard.
|Jse thumb on the spacebar. B A B B/C D D
lJse carrect hand-finger, A A A8 B D O
hamerow, and pairing of fingers,
|Use correct technigue for key A A A AB B/C CiD
striking and keving by touch.
Enter data at a rate of 11-15 A A A AB C/D O
words per minute.

COLORADO
DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This guide developed by Plano ISD several years ago, is offered as a reference for scaffolding keyboarding and computer navigation skills.  There are also some nice charts teachers can use for a quick inventory checksheet.
AGAIN—I MUST say, THESE TWO TOOLS ARE NOT BASED ON COLORADO ACADEMIC STANDARDS—THEY ARE JUST OFFERED AS RESOURCES
If anyone out there is ambitious and will do one for Colorado, please let me know!!


Using technology to access content
and differentiating instruction for...

Section |V -
Technology. N Content

Differentiating

Instruction - PrOCESS
" Product

“Environment
® Check out the Videos!

COLORADO
EPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Presentation Notes
As we head into computer-based assessment, naturally we need to incorporate computer-based instruction into daily classroom activities.  The best way for students to become fluent with keyboarding and navigating is to learn the icons and skills as they are learning content and practicing skills.

I certainly could not begin to include every piece of software or app, but I did try and choose some that hope will be helpful. 
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Differentiating Instruction

Learner Characteristics
*Also Reference Tables A-
N in Section 111

Technology Resource

Description

*Teacher-created online Surveyhdankey Student responds to teacher posed
survey tools to ask students guestions
about their preferred £oomerang.
learning styles
PollEverywhere
Clickers to poll and capture data on a
group of students
PallDaddy,
Hand-held text messaging devices such as
iPod Touches
Difficulty organizing Bubbl.us Create concept map
thoughts
Difficulty understanding inspiration or Kidspirafion Graphic organizer
and remembering
relationships
Difficulty writing Glogster lournaling tool
Voice Thread Can capture student’s voice and photos
to narrate their own projects
Sounding Board iPad/iPod Touch app to use as a
storyboard communicator
134

COLORADO
DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, this list is by no means exhaustive…you will need to review and you may find things that are better…but this should be a starting point.  If you do find something wonderful you want to share, just let me know and I’ll add to the resources list.
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Differentiating Instruction

Using Technology to Differentiate by Process

R

Information excerpted from Hoheood and Qumshy’s article “Inclusion in the 21%-century clossroom: Differentiating with
Technology” to offer a variety of ways teachers can use technology to differentiate by process.

Flexible Grouping allows teachers to prepare for two, three
or four basic groups

Organize groups according to

o Ahility/readiness

& Inferest

s Learning profile

Group students differently depending on the type of activity
or learning objective and allow students to move between
Eroups.

Processing and Recording Information

Technology can support notetaking and math calculation.
Microsoft Word offers a free Mathematics Add-in to create
graphs and solve equations within a word processor.

COLORADO
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Presentation Notes
The links in the document are a light gold color, so when you see that color, just click on it and it will hyperlink to the source webpage.  
Also there are references to various articles where I gleaned information from for you.


Section IV -
Technology

Accommodations
based on Student
Characteristics

Glossary of Instructional Accommodations

Tables A-N

“ Presentation

“ Response

= Setting / Environment
“ Timing and Scheduling

COLORADO
DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also the Glossary and Tables offer more resources and suggestions based on student characteristics.  I encourage you to work with your special education and related services folks to select and customize the suggestions for your students.


New Assessments

English Language Arts & Math

* Partnership for Assessing
Readiness for College and
Careers PARCC consortia

* @Grade-level summative
* Computer-based
= Paper/pencil for some

English Language Arts & Math

Science and Social Studies

Alternate Consortia TBD
Performance-based

* Computer-based
= Paper/pencil for some
" Summative and Alternate

Accommodation guidelines
not available at this time;
continue to select as you have
been doing for paper/pencil

38
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Presentation Notes
You will hear more about assessment over the next two webinar sessions, but just as a little background …..Colorado is now a governing member of the PARCC consortia along with 19 other states. The consortia and state members are working together to develop next-generation K-12 assessments in English and math.  PARCC benefits:
Students who will know if they are on track to graduate ready for college and careers
Teachers with regular results available to guide learning and instruction
Parents with clear and timely information about the progress of their children
States with valid results that are comparable across the member states
The nation as it is based on college- and career-ready, internationally-benchmarked CCSS
Pearson is our state vendor for Science and Social Studies.  Colorado teachers from across the state have been involved in creating standards-based items for Science and Social Studies- both summative and alternate.  The field tests were conducted last spring and will be operational in spring 2014.



PARCC Accessibility System

The PARCC Accessi bility System

Features for All
Students

_.--"'---_

Accessibility
Features*

ideniified in odvonce

_

\ﬂ[[nmm odations**

* Avoiohie ta all portcipoting students
**Car students with disohilities, Erglish learners, ond English leomers with disohiites
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Presentation Notes
PARCC has issued its Accessibility Features and Accommodation Manual  You can find it at www.parcconline.org


Preparing for PARCC ELA & Math

= Students must become familiar with

Section [V - Accessibility Features
Technology

= Based on principles of Universal Design for Learning
Selecting and = May be used by any student

Documenting " Certain features must be enabled
appropriate ] )
Accessibility “ Accommodations for Students with 504/IEP

Features Plans, English learners and English learners

and with disabilities

Accommodations = Document in educational plans--504 Plan/ IEP

= for 2013-14 Field Tests
= Data will be used to create Personal Needs Profile

COLORADO
DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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Presentation Notes
In preparation for the Field Tests coming in Spring 2014, we need to think about the accessibility features and accommodations our students will need.
 
Students have to have time and exposure to the various features in order to build their confidence and fluency.  The accessibility features are available to all students; they are simply accessed by the click of an icon—such as the screen magnifier, highlighter, use of headphones, notepad, spellchecker and others.  

Some of the features have to be enabled ahead of time.
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PARCC Accessibility Features and

Accommodations Manual
www.parcconline.orsg

The manual details three ways in which PARCC’s computer-delivered
assessments are designed to provide students with increased access to the
assessments:

Features for All Students: Features for all students, which will be
embedded through the PARCC online delivery platform, or part of the
PARCC assessment administration.

Accessibility Features for All Students (identified in advance): Features
available to all students but provided to students who have a need
identified ahead of the PARCC assessment.

Accommodations: Supports for students with disabilities, English learners,
and English learners with disabilities that increase access while maintaining
a valid and reliable score.

COLORADO
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Presentation Notes
The manual details three ways in which PARCC’s computer-delivered assessments are designed to provide students with increased access to the assessments:
Features for All Students: Features for all students, which will be embedded through the PARCC online delivery platform, or part of the PARCC assessment administration.



Documentation for 2013-14 Field

Tests

Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) Information for

' Teachers

M\{" As Colorado moves forward with field testing and implementation of the new English Language

“ﬁ?ﬂ &nﬁ Arts and Math assessments developed by the Partnership for Assessing Readiness for College and
. ‘,ﬁ\ Career (PARCC) during the 2013-14 year, it will be important to ensure students have adequate
'\{'&o opportunity to become familiar with the features of a computer, recognize icons associated

with accessibility features and have the capability of accessing them independently either
directly with a keyboard or via an assistive technology device.

Preparing for Online Accessibility Features and Accommodation: IEP Documentation 2013-14

Reference: Click on this link:
Published on PARCC | ]

The First Edition of the PARCC Manual can be accessed here, but keep in mind, it is subject to change after the field
test.
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Table 1 Accessibility Features for

All Students

[

Table 1: Accessibility Features for All Students (p. 22 PARCC manual)

Identified in Advance
Support Description by a PNP (During Test
Registration Process)
Answer Masking The student electronically “covers” answer options, as needed.
Yes
Audio Amplification The student raises or lowers the volume control, as needed, using
headphones. Student must be tested in a separate setting i unable to
wear headphones.
Background/Font Color (Color | The student changes the onscreen background and/or font color based ’
Contrast)* onneed or preference. Yes
Blank Paper The student may be provided blank sheet(s) of paper on which to planor
(provided by test administrator) Organize item responses.
Eliminate Answer Choices The student “crosses out” possible answer choices (for multiple choice
items only).
Flag ltems for Review The student highlights items to review later
General The test administrator clarifies general administration instructions only.
Administration Directions Mo part of the test may be clarified, nor may any assistance be provided
Clarified to the student during testing.
by test administrator)
General Administration The student clicks a button to read alowd or repeat instructions. Student
Directions Read Aloud and must be tested in @ separate setting, if unable to wear headphones.
Repeated as Needed
(by test administrator)
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Table 2: Presentation Accommodations

for students with Disabilities

"

Table 2: Presentation Accommodations for Students with Disabilities (Page 27, PARCC manual)

Accommodation Administration Guidelines
Additional Assistive Technology | Guidelines will be provided in fall 2013
Braille Edition of ELA/Literacy For students with visual impairments, a contracted braillell form will be available. Refreshable

and Mathematics Assessments | pyille displays must be used in conjunction with screen reader software
Note:

& Hard-copy braille tests for
ELA/Literacy and Mathematics)
& Refreshable braille displays for
ELA/Literacy only]

Closed-Captioning of Multimedia | Students who are deaf or hard-of-hearing view captioned text on multimedia (i.e, video) on
Passages on the ELA/Literacy

a4 COLORADO
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Table 3: Response Accommodations for

students with Disabilities

‘ The accommaodation is intended to provide access to printed or written texts in the PARCC
Text-to-Speech or Video of @ | Fa/|iteracy assessments to a very small number of students with disabilities who would

Ema" Interpreter for the otherwise be unable to participate in the assessment because their disability severely limits or
Literacy Assessments, .

including ftems, prevents them from decoding printed text.

options, and passages

Note: If headphones are not used, the student must be testedina
SEparate setting.

[EP or 504 plan teams may consider providing this accommodation to a student who has a print-
related disability that severely limits or prevents his or her ability to access printed text by
decoding, or who is blind and is unable to access braille to read text. This accommaodation is not
intended for students reading somewhat (i.e., moderately) below grade level.

Guidelines are provided below for IEP and 504 Teams to identify students to receive
Spoken Text Audio Format (Text-to-Speech / Read Aloud Accommodation)

|EP or 504 Plan Teams may consider providing this accommodation to a student who has a print-related disability that
severely limits or prevents his or her ability to access printed text by decoding, or who is blind and is unable to access
braille to read text. This accommodation is not intended for students reading somewhat (i.e., moderately) below grade
level.
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IEP/504 Team Guidance

In making decisions whether to provide the

Before listing the accommodation in the student with this accommaodation, IEP and 504
student’s IEP or 504 Plan, Teams should consider Teams are instructed to consider whether the
whether: student has:

The student has access to printed text during routine | Blindness or a visual impairment and has not

instruction through a reader or other spoken-text | learned (or is unable to use) braille
audio format, or interpreter OR

The student’s inability to decode printed text or read | A disability that severely limits or prevents him/her
braille is documented in evaluation summaries from | from accessing printed text, even after varied and
locally-administered diagnostic assessments repeated attempts to teach the student to do so
(e.g., student is unable to decode printed text or
read fluently):

OR

46 COLORADO
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IEP/504 Team Guidance

The student receives ongoing, intensive instruction | Deafness or a hearing impairment and is severely
and/or interventions in the foundational reading skills | limited or prevented from decoding text due to a
to continue to attain the important college and career- | documented history of early and prolonged
ready skill of independent reading language deprivation. ASL Video for the
Mathe matics Assessments and ASL Video of Test
Directions may also be considered. The student
views an embedded video of a human interpreter
for the assessment. If a deaf student does not use
ASL, an actual human interpreter and separate test
setting will be required.

Decisions about who receives this accommodation will be made by IEP and 504 Teams. Howewver, PARCC will
collect data on the frequency of its use for the purpose of carefully monitoring and determining appropriate
decision-making.

Reporting Notation to schools and Parents:

A notation will be provided on all confidential score reportsto the school and parent (i.e., parent/guardian
report, school roster, and district roster) stating that the student was given a reading access accommodation on
the PARCC ELA/Literacy assessment and therefore, no claims should be inferred regarding the student’s ability

to demonstrate foundational reading skills (i.e., decoding and fluency).

N


Presenter
Presentation Notes
If these are INSTRUCTIONAL considerations, they need to be documented in the Instructional Accommodations section of the IEP as well as in the Assessment Section.


Table 2: Presentation

B Rk L LR R R o W

The student uses a calculation dewvice [e.g., four-function caloulator, larse k=y or other adapted

# calculator), arthmetic table [induding addition /subtraction andfor multiplicationfdivision charts),

Calculation Device and andfor manipulstives [|EP or 504 plan must specify which one) on the non—calkculator session of

Mlathematics Tools (on MNon- the Mathemaicstest. If ataking calculator is us=sd, the student must us= headphonesoartestin a
calculator 5essions of separste settine.

Mlathematics Assessments
Students with visua impaiments may need other mathematical tools such == = large print ruler,
braille ruler, tactile compsass or braille protractor.

For students with a disability that =swerely limits or prevernts their ability to perform basic
calculations [ie, addition, subtraction, multiplication or division) this accommodation alows =
calculation dewvice to be used on non-caoulator Mathematics sssssment SesSons. The
accommadation would be permitted on te2st s=ssions for which calculators are not alowed for
other studsents, with the exception of mathematics fluency temg/tasks in grades 3 —6 for which
no calkulaton dewvice may be ussd. If = calculation device wemre usd for thos test t2ms that
exdusively measure calculation skills, the walidity of the test clam (Sub Claim E-Mathematics
fluency in grades 3-6: The student demonstrates fluency as =t forth in the Standards for,
klathematical Content) would be compromised and the score inwvalid.

" In making decisions whether to provide the
Before listing the accommodation in the student with this accommodation, IEP and S04
student's IEP or 504 Plan, Teams should consider Teams are instructed to consider whether the
whether: student has:

The student is unable to perform calculations withouwt | A disability that sewerely limits or prevents the
the wuse of a calculaton dewice, arithmetic mble, or | student's ability to perform basic calculations (i.e.,
manipulative during routinge instruction; addition, subtraction, multiplication, or diwvisiomn),
even after varied and repeated attempts to teach
the student to do s0

The student's inability to performm mathematical
calculations is documented in evaluation sumMmaries
from locally-administered diagnostic assessments

The student receives ongoing, intensive instruction
andfor interventions to learm to calculate without
using a calculatdon device, in order to ensure that the
student continues to learn basic calculation and

Fluemnoy.




Table 3: Response Accommodations for

Students with Disabilities

Table 3: Response Accommodations for Students with Disabilities (Page 29-30, PARCC Manual)

Accommodation Administration Guidelines
Additional Assistive Technology Guidelines will be provided in fall 2013.
Braille Mote-taker

Student who is blind or has visual impairments will use an electronic braille note-taker. For
PARCC assessments, grammar checker, Internet and stored file functionalities must be turned off

The responses of a student who uses an electronic braille note-taker during PARCC assessments
miust be transcribed exactly as entered in the electronic braille note-taker. Responses that are not

transcribed will mot be scored. Transcription guidelines will be included in the PARCC Test
Administration Manual
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Table 4: Timing and Scheduling Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (Page 34, PARCC Manual)

The student uses “extended time” to complete testing. A maximum of up to one
school day is allowed to complete one test session during the prescribed testing

window. Students who use this accommodation must be given a quiet location
in which to complete the test.
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Science and Social Studies

Accommodations: Preparing for Science and Social Studies

Specific accessibility features and available accommodations for the
computer-based Science and Social Studies assessments have not
been released from the vendor at the time of this publication. Please
check the Assessment Unit webpage for updated information as it
becomes available. |[EP Teams should continue with the same types
of accommodations as were required for use in instruction and
paper/pencil state assessment.
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Please call if we can help!

Contact Information:

Linda Lamirande — Instructional Accommodations
Lamirande L@cde.state.co.us
303-866-6863

Mira Monroe- Accommodations for Assessment
Monroe M@cde.state.co.us
303-866-6709

COLORADO
DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
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