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Overview of  the 2013-14 
Bui lding Br idges for  the Future  

 

   Colorado Accommodation 
Manual      

Part I – Instructional 
Accommodations 

 
Section  III  Tools 

 Section IV   Technology  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s our new 7th Edition of the Colorado Accommodation Manual—We did a pretty complete overhaul last year, so most things are still the same.  We’ll point out new features as we go along.  

We are still working on preparing the final copy to post, so please bear with us for a few more days.  Our goal is Sept. 1!



CDE Contacts 

Instructional Accommodations  
Linda Lamirande – Exceptional Student Services Unit 
Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us 
303-866-6863 

 
Accommodations for State Assessments  

Mira Monroe – Assessment Unit 
Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us  
303-866-6709 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For questions regarding the selection and implementation of instructional accommodations for students with disabilities, please contact Linda Lamirande, Assessment & Accommodations Senior Consultant, Exceptional Student Services Unit  303-866-6863 or email Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us]

Linda is also the contact for alternate standards and assessment eligibility, the 11th Grade Alternate for Colorado ACT and alternate standards for standards-based IEPs

For questions regarding accommodations allowable for the state general and alternate assessments, please contact Mira Monroe at (303) 866-6709 or monroe_m@cde.state.co.us

mailto:Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us
mailto:Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us


Who Needs Training About 
Accommodations? 

Develop District Training Plan 
Administrators 
Classroom Teachers 
Related Service Personnel 
Paraprofessionals 
Campus support staff 
Parents 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of our trainings this year, we will be contacting participants to ask how you were able to use this training.  I hope many of you will say that you shared the information with your colleagues—whether it was the teacher next door; your campus PLC group; or at the district level.  This information applies to every student in Colorado, so it is equally important for every educator to be aware of the Colorado Accommodation Manual and to use it to provide 



Colorado Accommodation Manual 
Guidance applies to…. 

Any student with a documented need, including 
students with a disability who are served under 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and 
students who are eligible to receive special 
education services under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Improvement Act 2004 - IDEA 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that Section 504 and IDEA -special education- are federal laws protecting individuals with a disability;  all other educational plans and educational teams are defined and administered by the district.
This information applies to every student in Colorado, so it is equally important for every educator to be aware of the Colorado Accommodation Manual and to use it to provide accommodations according to these guidelines  for all eligible students, including those students with a disability served under Section 504 or IDEA.




Who will use the manual? 

nationalspecialedlaw.com 

Various types of educational teams may be 
assembled to consider a student’s educational 
needs. 
 
The role of the team is to thoughtfully 
determine and document appropriate 
accommodations needed to access instruction 
and assessment. 
 
All decisions will be made and documented in 
a formal educational plan according to 
applicable local, state and federal guidelines 
 

Formal plans may include, but 
are not limited to: 
• English Language Acquisition Plan 
• Individual Literacy Plan 
• RtI Plan 
• Advanced Learning Plan 
• School or district document kept in the 

student’s cumulative record 
• Section 504 Plan / Individual 

Accommodation Plan 
• Individualized Education Program IEP 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are some new requirements related to the READ Act and how they may apply for students with a disability.  That guidance is in final preparation right now, so watch for it soon from the Office of Literacy.



Who will use the manual? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where does this manual need to be?   …. in the hands of Colorado teachers.    If educators are not aware of their responsibility to thoughtfully choose and evaluate the use of accommodations for certain qualified students, then the only losers are the students.    

With our focus on educator effectiveness and improved student achievement, using accommodations appropriately for all eligible students can move us one step closer to ensuring that ALL students in Colorado have a fair and equal chance to receive standards-based instruction and demonstrate mastery.  

We are reaching out to all of you who watch this training today, to take this information back to your districts and campuses as our trainers, or into the classroom with your students.  All the words in this manual will do absolutely no good for students unless YOU make the effort to see that teachers know about the manual—know where to access it—and know how to use it effectively for instruction and assessment.




Improved 
Student 
Performance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But most of all, appropriate access to instruction and assessment will lead to improved Student Performance.

I haven’t had a chance to compile and analyze our data from this past spring yet.  I’m hoping to see some improvement in the performance of students with an IEP compared to those that do not.  Last year, there was a gap of more than 40 points.  Remember we are not after “The illusion of inclusion”….we want to transform and differentiate our instruction in order for students to not only “access” the general curriculum, but to achieve mastery.



Big Ideas -  Section 1 

Cover – Building Bridges   
    for the Future  
Section 1: Guidance 
 
Revised Participation 

Guidelines for Alternate 
Instruction and 
Assessment  

 
Companion Document 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just as a quick review from last week.  The front cover graphic is intended to represent our transition into a new age of computer-based instruction and assessment for students, including students with a disability.  My husband took this picture of the Royal Gorge Bridge from the open car of the Royal Gorge Train a few weeks ago.  I thought the picture could represent the idea that we are firmly anchored in the past, but are aiming for improved student performance in the future.  The crossover—or the bridge-- to computer-based assessment has seemed somewhat far away and  is a little bit scary, but with the help of the PARCC consortia and Pearson, who is the vendor building the Science and Social Studies tests, the accessibility features and enabled accommodations will become a reality….not exactly sure how everything will work yet…I’m sure some things will change as the various accessibility features are field tested…. but there are some considerations the IEP Team will need to consider and decisions documented in IEPs as the annual meetings come up during this school year.  We will look at those closely in just a moment.



9 

IEP Team considers alternate standards for instruction 
and alternate assessment 

Impact of the 
disability falls 

within the  
Significant 
cognitive 

disability range 

Identification of 
Student Need & 

Evaluation of 
Cognitive 

Component 

Determination 
of Eligibility- 

Disability 
Category 

Special  Education El igibi l i ty            Alternate Standards and 
Assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This graphic represents the IEP Team process of working through the Participation Guidelines Worksheet to help you have conversations with parents about cognitive and adaptive abilities.  I understand it is not always easy to go there….but in order for the student to have the very best program we can design, it is necessary.  Parents absolutely must understand the concept of standards-based instruction and how it best applies for their child.
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Alternate Academic  Achievement  Standards  and  
A lternate Assessment   

Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

Notice the change of title: 
 
Alternate Standards and Assessment Eligibility Criteria Worksheet 
 
To new title: 
Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and Alternate Assessment  
Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The reason for the change of name is twofold:
To separate the Determination of Eligibility Checklists that are used to determine whether a student meets eligibility criteria to receive special education services from the process of determining whether a student meets participation guidelines to receive instruction on alternate standards (EEOs) and to take alternate assessment – 
 to be in line with wording the consortias are using
Let’s look more closely at the worksheet:  I will develop a stand alone training that will likely be offered as a live webinar and posted later on so we’ll not go totally into it now, but I do want you to get the basic gist….



Participation Guidelines Worksheet 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Upon referral for special education services, the school district will use “a variety of assessment tools and strategies to gather relevant functional, developmental, and academic information, including information provided by the parent…” to build the body of evidence to define a student’s characteristics as a learner. The IEP Team will review the evaluation data and follow the Determination of Eligibility Checklists to document the student’s eligibility to receive special education services under IDEA and to develop an Individualized Educational Program (IEP).
If the student was referred, but did not meet eligibility criteria to receive special education services, then the process stops here and the student receives instruction based on grade-level standards and takes grade-level assessment with/without accommodations (perhaps under Section 504)
If the student is eligible under one of the 13 disability categories and the IEP Team develops an IEP, then considerations proceed to Criterion #2



Participation Guidelines Worksheet 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As part of the multi-disciplinary process, the unique needs of the child will be identified and evaluated.  If cognitive and adaptive delay is a suspected area, a school psychologist or other trained licensed personnel will select and administer valid and reliable instruments based upon the student’s needs. Results of testing and observational instruments shall be reported and documented as part of an empirical body of evidence. No one procedure can be the sole determiner of whether a child has a disability or to determine a specific educational plan. Multiple sources of information must be considered to define the pervasive level of support required by the student and to identify areas of strength as well as areas of need. A comprehensive review would be expected to address the following areas: academics; communication; self-care; daily living; social skills; access to the community; self-direction; health and safety; leisure; and work.  Adaptive skills should be commensurate with the scores from the cognitive evaluation and must also indicate that the student is functioning in the most significant classification ranges.




Participation Guidelines Worksheet 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities Non-regulatory Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education in August 2005 states that alternate achievement standards are intended for “…students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.” (p.6)  there is no federal definition or single method of determining if a student has a “significant cognitive disability” http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/altguidance.pdf
 
Since the impact of having an intellectual or cognitive disability varies considerably, just as the range of abilities varies considerably among all people, the designation of “the most significant cognitive disability” is left to the professional judgment of the school psychologist and other professionals contributing to the body of evidence gathered during the evaluation and considered by the IEP Team. Generally, such students can be characterized as having intellectual functioning well below average (typically associated with cognitive measures indicating an IQ below 55, / 3.0 standard deviations or more below the mean) that exists concurrently with deficits in adaptive functioning.  This reference is offered to help distinguish between students who meet eligibility criteria to receive special education services as a student with an Intellectual Disability and students with a significant cognitive disability.
The words “typically associated with IQ below 55” allow for some district/school flexibility; it is not intended to be an absolute requirement. For students with IQ measured in the 55-70 range, additional factors related to the impact of the disability must be taken into account.
 




Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

14 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities Non-regulatory Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education in August 2005 states that alternate achievement standards are intended for “…students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.” (p.6)  there is no federal definition or single method of determining if a student has a “significant cognitive disability” http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/altguidance.pdf
 
Since the impact of having an intellectual or cognitive disability varies considerably, just as the range of abilities varies considerably among all people, the designation of “the most significant cognitive disability” is left to the professional judgment of the school psychologist and other professionals contributing to the body of evidence gathered during the evaluation and considered by the IEP Team. Generally, such students can be characterized as having intellectual functioning well below average (typically associated with cognitive measures indicating an IQ below 55, / 3.0 standard deviations or more below the mean) that exists concurrently with deficits in adaptive functioning.  This reference is offered to help distinguish between students who meet eligibility criteria to receive special education services as a student with an Intellectual Disability and students with a significant cognitive disability.
The words “typically associated with IQ below 55” allow for some district/school flexibility; it is not intended to be an absolute requirement. For students with IQ measured in the 55-70 range, additional factors related to the impact of the disability must be taken into account.
 




Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

15 
Data Pipeline for 2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This section is also arranged a little differently from the previous worksheet.  If the IEP Team chooses Grade-Level academic achievement standards, then mark the appropriate boxes under the green section 4A.  The student will take all tested areas for their grade level with or without accommodation.  If an accommodation is chosen that is considered to be a nonstandard accommodation, then that would be sent in to the Assessment Unit for approval
If the IEP Team decides on alternate standards, then the boxes are under the blue section 4B.   Previously, each content area was marked separately.  Our current information from the consortias is that if a student meets participation guidelines for alternate, the student will take an alternate for all tested areas.  Now, there is a note for Dual Assessment that says…..



Alternate Academic Achievement Standards 
and Alternate Assessment  

Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

16 

Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and  
Alternate Assessment  

Participation Guidelines Companion 
Document 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This clarifying document has been prepared as a companion for the Participation Guidelines Worksheet for educators and IEP Teams to give expanded definition of terms.
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 Extended Evidence Outcomes Adopted August 3, 2011 On August 3, 2011, the 
State Board of Education unanimously adopted the EEO. EEO provide the 
alternate standards in Mathematics, Science, Social Studies and Reading, 
Writing and Communicating for students with significant cognitive disabilities 
who qualify for the alternate assessment. These alternate expectations are 
directly aligned to the grade level expectations for all students.  
 

 Mathematics with EEOs 
 

 Reading, Writing and Communicating with EEOs 
 

 Science with EEOs 
 

 Social Studies with EEOs 

Extended Evidence Outcomes (EEOs) 

For students 
receiving 
instruction on 
alternate 
standards, 
measurable goals 
and objectives are 
required in the IEP 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/math_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/rwc_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/science_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/social_studies_with_eeos.pdf


Big Ideas – Section 2 

Cover – Building Bridges   
    for the Future  
Section 2: The Five-Step 

Process 
 

 Updated Tables A-N 
 
Glossary of Instructional 
    Accommodations with  
    Technology resources 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Section 2  The Five Step Process is still the same.  However there are updated Tables A-N based on Student Characteristics.  There are resources and suggestions there.  The Glossary of Instructional Accommodations also has updated links and resources.





 District Assessment Coordinators – DAC listserv 
11th Grade Alternate Assessment for the Colorado ACT 
Data Pipeline 

 SCOOP newsletter 
Register for trainings 
Project opportunities 

 CDE Website 
Assessment Unit 
 Exceptional Student Services Unit 
 Standards 
 Instructional Accommodations 
 Assessing Students with a Disability 

How can I get new information? 

19 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last week we also discussed how you can best receive new information  from CDE.  There is a certain protocol that is followed, so our main ways of communicating with the field are….



 Features 

Navigation – the manual is formatted to be read 
online 
Each section can be accessed independently 
Section headings are bookmarked to specific sections 

in the document 
Manual will be posted soon! 
 Assessment Unit webpage 
 ESSU > Instructional Accommodations for Students with a 

Disability 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to conserve resources and improve ease of access, the Seventh Edition of the Colorado Accommodation Manual is offered as an online version for Colorado educators.



http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/download/pdf/AccommodationsManual.pdf


Part 2:  Accommodations for State Assessment 
September 5th  Webinar: 

 Section V       Policies and Procedures 

 Section VI      Accommodations for Use on TCAP 

 Section VII     Accommodations for Use on CoAlt (Current and New) 

 
September 12th Webinar: 

 Section VIII    Accommodations for ACCESS for ELLS and Alternate ACCESS 

 Section IX       Accommodations for Science and Social Studies 

 
 

 Part II –Accommodations for State 
Assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part II - Sept. 5th and Sept. 12th will be Mira’s.  So we’ll be switching from my part—the 

Instructional Accommodations – to accommodations for ------State Assessment, Mira.  So we’ll be switching places next week.





Section III:  Tools 

Instructional Accommodations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Section III is designed as a Toolkit….a place where you can access graphics, charts and resource lists quickly and print if you like.



2013-2014 Colorado Accommodations Manual Printable Version 
 Part 1: Instructional Accommodations 
 Section 1 Guidance 
 Section II Five-Step Process 
 Section III Tools 
 Consideration When Making Decisions for Instructional 

Accommodations 
 Student Characteristics 
 Tables A-N: Instructional Accommodations Linked to Student 

Characteristics 
 Alternate Academic Achievement Standard and Alternate Assessment 

Eligibility Criteria Worksheet 
 Companion clarifying document 
 Web version and Booklet Format 

Section III:  Tools 

23 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the tools are in the body of the manual so it will (hopefully!!) read in a coherent manner.  Those graphics, charts, reference sheets, resources are also included again in Section III, so that you can have quick and easy access to print a specific piece.
Other tools are only in Section III and are just offered as helpful forms.  I don’t have all of the tools in Word format, but many of them I do have.  So if there a specific one you’d like to have and adapt for your own district, send me an email and if I have it, I am happy to send it to you.  Some—like the Scribe Decision-Making tool, I borrowed from Cherry Creek ISD so I don’t have it in a Word format, but some others I do. Most you will be able to just print and use as they are.  None of these are required forms per se, but others, like the Participation Guidelines, are intended to be used by all IEP Teams considering alternate standards and alternate assessment.  You don’t have to use the form itself; however all elements of the form are to be included somewhere in the IEP. 



24 

 
 

Using Accommodations During Instruction 

Implement 
accommodations 
during instruction 
and assessment 

Step 4 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s an example:  Student Characteristics chart – Guiding questions  - Refer to Tables A-N

Might be appropriate for a staffing, parent conference, etc.



Tables A-N 

25 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These Tables list suggestions and resources under more disability-specific type categories that are based on student characteristics
This is certainly not intended to be a laundry list of every single thing you have to do…..on the contrary…these are suggestions of accommodations you may try and evaluate for effectiveness….



 Glossary of Instructional Accommodations 
 Parent Input for Accommodations 
 Accommodations from the Student's Perspective 
 Do's and Don'ts when Selecting Accommodation 
 Use of Scribe: Example (from Cherry Creek ISD) Decision-Making Guide 
 Accommodation Use in the Classroom 
 Evaluation of Accommodation Use 
 Data Collection Sheet 
 Infused Skills Grid (PEAK Resource) 
 After-Test Accommodation Questions 
 School/District Logistics Planning Checklist for Classroom/State Assessment 

Accommodations 

Section III:  Tools 

26 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some more…..
The Glossary and Tables A-N were updated with some new links and other suggestions for specific student characteristics.  We won’t take time today to look at each one, but please know they are there for your use.  Again, we will be doing follow up questionnaires, and will be very interested to know which of the tools you used and which you found most helpful.



Glossary of Instructional 
Accommodations Chart 

27 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of the Glossary chart – the color code represents the categories of accommodations—presentation, response, setting/environment and timing/scheduling



Technology Considerations 

28 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A new feature added to the Glossary is the little computer icon –  and a list of considerations and skills students may need for transitioning from paper/pencil to computer-based instruction and then to computer-based assessment



 

Questions? 

29 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s pause here and open the microphone lines for questions on the Tools Section of the manual.



Section IV:  Technology 

Instructional Accommodations 



 University of Kentucky & CAST 

  Technology Skills Checklist for Online 

Assessment 

 Plano, TX ISD Skills for K-5 

 Elementary Technology Computer Literacy 

Guide  

 NOT aligned with CAS…. 

Evaluating Students’ Computer Literacy Skills 
 

Evaluating 
Students’ 
Computer Literacy 
Skills 

Section IV - 
Technology 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we head into computer-based assessment, naturally we need to incorporate computer-based instruction into daily classroom activities.  The best way for students to become fluent with keyboarding and navigating is to learn the icons and skills as they are learning content and practicing skills.

I found a couple of resources for taking a look at the computer literacy skills students have and then how to build upon those to build fluency…. 





University of Kentucky and CAST 

32 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Skills Needed by Students for Online Assessment Checklist



Plano ISD – Technology Literacy 
Guide 

33 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This guide developed by Plano ISD several years ago, is offered as a reference for scaffolding keyboarding and computer navigation skills.  There are also some nice charts teachers can use for a quick inventory checksheet.
AGAIN—I MUST say, THESE TWO TOOLS ARE NOT BASED ON COLORADO ACADEMIC STANDARDS—THEY ARE JUST OFFERED AS RESOURCES
If anyone out there is ambitious and will do one for Colorado, please let me know!!



Content 
Process 
Product 
Environment 
 Check out the Videos! 

 

Using technology to access content 
    and differentiating instruction for…  

Differentiating 
Instruction 

Section IV - 
Technology 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we head into computer-based assessment, naturally we need to incorporate computer-based instruction into daily classroom activities.  The best way for students to become fluent with keyboarding and navigating is to learn the icons and skills as they are learning content and practicing skills.

I certainly could not begin to include every piece of software or app, but I did try and choose some that hope will be helpful. 



Differentiating Instruction 

35 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, this list is by no means exhaustive…you will need to review and you may find things that are better…but this should be a starting point.  If you do find something wonderful you want to share, just let me know and I’ll add to the resources list.



Differentiating Instruction 

36 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The links in the document are a light gold color, so when you see that color, just click on it and it will hyperlink to the source webpage.  
Also there are references to various articles where I gleaned information from for you.



 Presentation 
 Response 
 Setting / Environment 
 Timing and Scheduling 

 

Glossary of Instructional Accommodations 
Tables A-N 
 

 
Accommodations 
based on Student 
Characteristics 

Section IV - 
Technology 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also the Glossary and Tables offer more resources and suggestions based on student characteristics.  I encourage you to work with your special education and related services folks to select and customize the suggestions for your students.



English Language Arts & Math 
 Partnership for Assessing 

Readiness for College and 
Careers  PARCC consortia 

 Grade-level summative 
 Computer-based 
 Paper/pencil for some 
      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
English Language Arts & Math 
Alternate Consortia  TBD 
Performance-based 

Science and Social Studies 
 Computer-based 
 Paper/pencil for some 
 Summative and Alternate 
 
Accommodation guidelines 
not available at this time; 
continue to select as you have 
been doing for paper/pencil 

New Assessments 

38 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will hear more about assessment over the next two webinar sessions, but just as a little background …..Colorado is now a governing member of the PARCC consortia along with 19 other states. The consortia and state members are working together to develop next-generation K-12 assessments in English and math.  PARCC benefits:
Students who will know if they are on track to graduate ready for college and careers
Teachers with regular results available to guide learning and instruction
Parents with clear and timely information about the progress of their children
States with valid results that are comparable across the member states
The nation as it is based on college- and career-ready, internationally-benchmarked CCSS
Pearson is our state vendor for Science and Social Studies.  Colorado teachers from across the state have been involved in creating standards-based items for Science and Social Studies- both summative and alternate.  The field tests were conducted last spring and will be operational in spring 2014.




PARCC Accessibility System 

39 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PARCC has issued its Accessibility Features and Accommodation Manual  You can find it at www.parcconline.org



 Students must become familiar with 
Accessibility Features  
 Based on principles of Universal Design for Learning 
 May be used by any student 
 Certain features must be enabled  

 Accommodations for Students  with 504/IEP 
Plans, English learners and English learners 
with disabilities  
 Document in educational plans--504 Plan/ IEP  
 for 2013-14 Field Tests 
 Data will be used to create Personal Needs Profile 

 

Preparing for PARCC ELA & Math 
 

Selecting and 
Documenting 
appropriate 
Accessibility 
Features 
and 
Accommodations 

Section IV - 
Technology 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In preparation for the Field Tests coming in Spring 2014, we need to think about the accessibility features and accommodations our students will need.
 
Students have to have time and exposure to the various features in order to build their confidence and fluency.  The accessibility features are available to all students; they are simply accessed by the click of an icon—such as the screen magnifier, highlighter, use of headphones, notepad, spellchecker and others.  

Some of the features have to be enabled ahead of time.



 The manual details three ways in which PARCC’s computer-delivered 
assessments are designed to provide students with increased access to the 
assessments: 
 Features for All Students: Features for all students, which will be 

embedded through the PARCC online delivery platform, or part of the 
PARCC assessment administration. 
 Accessibility Features for All Students (identified in advance): Features 

available to all students but provided to students who have a need 
identified ahead of the PARCC assessment. 
 Accommodations: Supports for students with disabilities, English learners, 

and English learners with disabilities that increase access while maintaining 
a valid and reliable score. 
 

PARCC Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Manual  

www.parcconline.org 

41 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The manual details three ways in which PARCC’s computer-delivered assessments are designed to provide students with increased access to the assessments:
Features for All Students: Features for all students, which will be embedded through the PARCC online delivery platform, or part of the PARCC assessment administration.




Documentation for 2013-14 Field 
Tests 

42 



Table 1  Accessibility Features for 
All Students 

43 



Table 2:  Presentation Accommodations 
for students with Disabilities 

44 



Table 3:  Response Accommodations for 
students with Disabilities 

45 



IEP/504 Team Guidance 

46 



IEP/504 Team Guidance 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If these are INSTRUCTIONAL considerations, they need to be documented in the Instructional Accommodations section of the IEP as well as in the Assessment Section.



Table 2:  Presentation 

48 



Table 3:  Response Accommodations for 
Students with Disabilities 

49 

  
Scribing or Speech-To-Text (i.e., 
Dictation / Transcription) for 
constructed responses on the 
English Language Arts / Literacy 
Assessments 

The student dictates responses either verbally, using a speech-to-text device, augmentative / 
assistive communication device (e.g., Picture/word board), or by signing, gesturing, pointing, or 
eye-gazing.  Grammar checker, Internet, and stored files functionalities must be turned off.  
Word prediction must also be turned off for students who do not receive this accommodation.  
The student must be tested in a separate setting. 
  
  

Word prediction on the 
ELA/Literacy Performance-Based 
Assessment 

The student uses word prediction software that provides a bank of frequently-or recently-used 
words onscreen as a result of the student entering the first few letters of a word. 
  



Table 4 

50 

Accommodation      Administration Guidelines 

Extended Time The student uses “extended time” to complete testing. A maximum of up to one 
school day is allowed to complete one test session during the prescribed testing 
window.  Students who use this accommodation must be given a quiet location 
in which to complete the test. 

Table 4: Timing and Scheduling Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (Page 34, PARCC Manual) 



Science and Social Studies 

51 

Accommodations:   Preparing for Science and Social Studies 
  
Specific accessibility features and available accommodations for the 
computer-based Science and Social Studies assessments have not 
been released from the vendor at the time of this publication.  Please 
check the Assessment Unit webpage for updated information as it 
becomes available.  IEP Teams should continue with the same types 
of accommodations as were required for use in instruction and 
paper/pencil state assessment. 
  



 

Questions? 

52 



 

Please call if we can help! 

Contact Information: 
 
Linda Lamirande – Instructional Accommodations 
Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us 
303-866-6863 
 
Mira Monroe-  Accommodations for Assessment 
Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us 
303-866-6709 

mailto:Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us
mailto:Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us
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