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Colorado Depar tment  o f  Educat ion  
Except ional  Student  Ser v ices Uni t  

 
 

Overview of  the 2013-14 
Bui lding Br idges for  the Future  

 

   Colorado Accommodation 
Manual      
Part I 

 
Section  I  Guidance 

 Section II   Five-Step 
Process  



CDE Contacts 

Instructional Accommodations  
Linda Lamirande – Exceptional Student Services Unit 
Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us 
303-866-6863 

 
Accommodations for State Assessments  

Mira Monroe – Assessment Unit 
Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us  
303-866-6709 
 
 

mailto:Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us
mailto:Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us


Who Needs Training About 
Accommodations? 

Develop District Training Plan 
Administrators 
Classroom Teachers 
Related Service Personnel 
Paraprofessionals 
Campus support staff 
Parents 

 



Colorado Accommodation Manual 
Guidance applies to…. 

Any student with a documented need, including 
students with a disability who are served under 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and 
students who are eligible to receive special 
education services under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Improvement Act 2004 - IDEA 



Who will use the manual? 

nationalspecialedlaw.com 

Various types of educational teams may be 
assembled to consider a student’s educational 
needs. 
 
The role of the team is to thoughtfully 
determine and document appropriate 
accommodations needed to access instruction 
and assessment. 
 
All decisions will be made and documented in 
a formal educational plan according to 
applicable local, state and federal guidelines 
 

Formal plans may include, but 
are not limited to: 
• English Language Acquisition Plan 
• Individual Literacy Plan 
• RtI Plan 
• Advanced Learning Plan 
• School or district document kept in the 

student’s cumulative record 
• Section 504 Plan / Individual 

Accommodation Plan 
• Individualized Education Program IEP 

 

 



Who will use the manual? 



Why should teachers use the 
manual? 

Measuring our progress is not only 
required legally, but…. 

Implementing the use of 
accommodations with fidelity is 

Best Practice, which will lead to… 



Compliance & 
School 
Improvement 
 
 



Improved Educator 
Effectiveness 



Improved 
Student 
Performance 



New Features 

Cover – Building Bridges   
    for the Future  
Section 1: Guidance 
Revised Participation 

Guidelines for Alternate 
Instruction and Assessment  
Companion Document 
Section 2: The Five-Step 

Process 
Document Technology 

Considerations for PARCC  (New 
Section IV 

 
 



Purpose of the 
 Accommodation Manual 

 

1. Provide decision-making guidance for all types of 

educational teams 

2. Participation Guidelines for Alternate Standards for 

Instruction and Assessment 

3. Instructional adaptations 

4. Accommodations for state summative assessments 



 Features 

Navigation – the manual is formatted to be read 
online 
Each section can be accessed independently 

 
Section headings are bookmarked to specific sections 

in the document 
 
Manual will be posted soon! 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/download/pdf/AccommodationsManual.pdf


August 22nd Webinar: 

 Section 1     Guidance 

 Section II     The Five-Step Process 

 
August 29th Webinar: 

 Section III   Tools  

 Section IV  Technology 

 Part I – Instructional 
Accommodations 



Part 2:  Accommodations for State Assessment 
September 5th  Webinar: 

 Section V       Policies and Procedures 

 Section VI      Accommodations for Use on TCAP 

 Section VII     Accommodations for Use on CoAlt (Current and New) 

 
September 12th Webinar: 

 Section VIII    Accommodations for ACCESS for ELLS and Alternate ACCESS 

 Section IX       Accommodations for Science and Social Studies 

 
 

 Part II –Accommodations for State 
Assessment 



Section I:  Guidance 

Instructional Accommodations 



 Responsibilities of Educational Teams 
Documenting decisions in the Educational Plan 

 Guidelines for Determining Eligibility for Accommodations 
Culturally and/or Linguistically Diverse Learners 
 Students Identified as Gifted and Talented Who Also Have a 

Disability 
 Students with a Disability Served Under Section 504 
 Special Education Disability Categories 

 Determining Academic Standard for Instruction and Assessment 
 Participation Guidelines Worksheet and Companion Document 

 
 Federal and State Laws 

 

Section I 
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Alternate Academic  Achievement  Standards  and  
A lternate Assessment   

Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

Notice the change of title: 
 
Alternate Standards and Assessment Eligibility Criteria Worksheet 
 
To new title: 
Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and Alternate Assessment  
Participation Guidelines Worksheet 



Alternate Academic Achievement Standards 
and Alternate Assessment  

Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

19 

Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and  
Alternate Assessment  

Participation Guidelines Companion 
Document 
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IEP Team considers alternate standards for instruction 
and alternate assessment 

Impact of the 
disability falls 

within the  
Significant 
cognitive 

disability range 

Identification of 
Student Need & 

Evaluation of 
Cognitive 

Component 

Determination 
of Eligibility- 

Disability 
Category 

Special  Education El igibi l i ty            Alternate standards and 
assessment 



Participation Guidelines Worksheet 
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Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

22 



Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

23 



 Significant Cognitive Disability 
 While the Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities Non-regulatory 

Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education in August 2005 states that alternate achievement standards are 
intended for “…students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.” (p.6)  there is no federal definition or single method 
of determining if a student has a “significant cognitive disability” http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/altguidance.pdf 

   
 Since the impact of having an intellectual or cognitive disability varies considerably, just as the range of abilities varies 

considerably among all people, the designation of “the most significant cognitive disability” is left to the professional 
judgment of the school psychologist and other professionals contributing to the body of evidence gathered during the 
evaluation and considered by the IEP Team. Generally, such students can be characterized as having 
intellectual functioning well below average (typically associated with cognitive measures 
indicating an IQ below 55, / 3.0 standard deviations or more below the mean) that exists 
concurrently with deficits in adaptive functioning.  This reference is offered to help distinguish 
between students who meet eligibility criteria to receive special education services as a 
student with an Intellectual Disability and students with a significant cognitive disability. 

 The words “typically associated with IQ below 55” allow for some district/school flexibility; it 
is not intended to be an absolute requirement. For students with IQ measured in the 55-70 
range, additional factors related to the impact of the disability must be taken into account. 

 

Companion Document 

24 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/altguidance.pdf


Participation Guidelines Worksheet 
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Participation Guidelines Worksheet 
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99% 

1% 

Standards and Assessment 

Grade-Level
Alternate

It is the existence of the 
significant cognitive 
disability, regardless of  
special education 
eligibility category, that 
allows the IEP Team to 
consider the option of 
alternate standards and 
assessment. 
 



Participation Guidelines Worksheet 

27 
Data Pipeline for 2014 



 

Questions? 

28 



Section II:  The Five-Step Process 
for Selection, Implementation and 

Evaluation of Instructional 
Accommodations 

Instructional Accommodations 
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Colorado Academic Standards with  
Extended Evidence Outcomes 

Expect all 
students to 
achieve  
standards-based 
instruction 

Step 1 

 

Grade-Level Academic 
Achievement Standard 

99% 

Alternate 
Academic 

Achievement 
Standard 



Colorado 
Academic 
Standards 

Colorado English Language 
Proficiency Standards 

Grade-level Skills & 
Evidence Outcomes 

21st Century Learner Skills 

Post-Secondary Workforce 
Readiness 

Standards-Based Instruction 

Common Core Standards 
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 Extended Evidence Outcomes Adopted August 3, 2011 On August 3, 2011, the 
State Board of Education unanimously adopted the EEO. EEO provide the 
alternate standards in Mathematics, Science, Social Studies and Reading, 
Writing and Communicating for students with significant cognitive disabilities 
who qualify for the alternate assessment. These alternate expectations are 
directly aligned to the grade level expectations for all students.  
 

 Mathematics with EEOs 
 

 Reading, Writing and Communicating with EEOs 
 

 Science with EEOs 
 

 Social Studies with EEOs 

Extended Evidence Outcomes (EEOs) 

For students 
receiving 
instruction on 
alternate 
standards, 
measurable goals 
and objectives are 
required in the IEP 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/math_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/rwc_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/science_with_eeos.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/coextendedeo/documents/social_studies_with_eeos.pdf
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Colorado Accommodation Manual 

Learn about 
accommodations 
for instruction and 
assessment 

Step 2 

Description of Accommodation Categories 
 

 Presentation 

 Response 

 Setting and Environment 

 Timing and Scheduling 
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Documentation Tools 

Select and 
document 
accommodations 
based on the 
learning needs of 
an individual 
student 

Step 3 

Selection Process 
Considerations 

Accommodation Selection 
Tools 

Student Characteristics as a 
Learner 

Student Characteristics Charts 

Frequently Used 
Accommodations Arranged by 
Disability-Specific Categories 

Tables A-N 

Selecting, implementing and 
evaluating accommodations 
for Instruction 

Glossary of Instructional 
Accommodations Chart 

Documenting 
Accommodations 

IEP:  Instructional & 
Assessment 
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Using Accommodations During Instruction 

Implement 
accommodations 
during instruction 
and assessment 

Step 4 



Tables A-N 
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Glossary of Instructional 
Accommodations Chart 

37 



Technology Considerations 

38 
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Data Gathering Tools 

Evaluate and 
monitor the use 
of 
accommodations 

Step 5 

Evaluation of 
Accommodation Use 

Data Collection Sheets 

Infused Skills Grid 

Accommodations 
from the Student’s 

Perspective 

After-test 
Accommodations 

Questions 



 

Questions? 

40 



August 22nd Webinar: 

 Section 1     Guidance 

 Section II     The Five-Step Process 

 
August 29th Webinar: 

 Section III   Tools  

 Section IV  Technology 

 Part I – Instructional 
Accommodations 



 

Please call if we can help! 

Contact Information: 
 
Linda Lamirande – Instructional Accommodations 
Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us 
303-866-6863 
 
Mira Monroe-  Accommodations for Assessment 
Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us 
303-866-6709 

mailto:Lamirande_L@cde.state.co.us
mailto:Monroe_M@cde.state.co.us

	Welcome!�Colorado Department of Education�Exceptional Student Services Unit���Overview of the 2013-14�Building Bridges for the Future��   Colorado Accommodation Manual     �Part I��Section  I  Guidance�	Section II   Five-Step Process 
	CDE Contacts
	Who Needs Training About Accommodations?
	Colorado Accommodation Manual Guidance applies to….
	Who will use the manual?
	Who will use the manual?
	Why should teachers use the manual?
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	New Features
	Purpose of the� Accommodation Manual�
	 Features
	 Part I – Instructional Accommodations
	 Part II –Accommodations for State Assessment
	Instructional Accommodations
	Section I
	Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and �Alternate Assessment �Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Alternate Academic Achievement Standards and Alternate Assessment �Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Special Education Eligibility            Alternate standards and assessment
	Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Companion Document
	Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Participation Guidelines Worksheet
	Questions?
	Instructional Accommodations
	Step 1
	Standards-Based Instruction
	Slide Number 32
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4
	Tables A-N
	Glossary of Instructional Accommodations Chart
	Technology Considerations
	Step 5
	Questions?
	 Part I – Instructional Accommodations
	Slide Number 42

